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Pinnacle Education, Inc. – WMCB
Section 2 Curriculum Choices

Curriculum Planning Document
Courses are aligned to the Common Core State Standards and the Arizona Academic Standards.
Refer to the following attachments:
· Curriculum Planning Document Language Arts
· Curriculum Planning Document Mathematics
· Curriculum Planning Document Science
· Curriculum Planning Document Social Studies
· FYI Course Catalog and Descriptions
Language Arts and the Common Core Standards
The FYI English courses offer a 21st century curriculum that seamlessly blends critical thinking, life skills, and career skills. Interdisciplinary themes provide a strong connection to current events, history and science. Literary selections representing a wide variety of cultures combined with the use and exploration of digital media help students to become responsible, global citizens. An assortment of activities, assessments, and assignments is accompanied by clear lesson objectives and expectations that mirror the Common Core English Language Arts standards. This parallel language helps teachers to ensure that they are, in fact, meeting the Common Core Standards.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Common Core English Language Arts standards are divided into the five following categories, and further divided into anchor standards that address specific skills and texts and are addressed by FYI Online’s Language Arts
Reading Standards for Literature
· Fiction selections span across a range of culture, genres, and time periods so students can explore a variety of historical contexts. 
· Students analyze character development, themes, and conflicts. 
· Texts serve as models for the students' own narrative and reflective writing. 
· Students draw connections between larger texts to short stories, poetry, and mythology. 
· Sample texts include: Anthem, Heart of Darkness, Frankenstein, Like Water for Chocolate, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Othello, A Streetcar Named Desire, and 1984. 
Reading Standards for Informational Text 
· Examining seminal US documents helps students understand the human condition and inspiration behind the fictional selections. 
· Students analyze how an author's point of view and purpose is revealed through the craft and structure of an essay or document. 
· Analyzing speeches from world leaders will teach students the power of rhetoric, inspire them to find their own voice, and explore issues of concern. 
· Students will understand the power of rhetoric. 
· Sample texts include: The Declaration of Independence, The UN Declaration of Human Rights, Roosevelt's Four Freedoms speech, "Being Mean" by Gary Soto, and Emerson's "Self-Reliance." 
Writing Standards 
· Brainstorming, drafting, and editing of narratives and essays will occur over various time frames. 
· Students will use MLA format in research writing to develop a formal style and appropriate tone for the intended audience. 
· After analyzing fiction and literary nonfiction, students will develop claims and counterclaims in reference to the text. Students are assigned to prove/disprove a point in their analysis. 
· Students will write poetry and narratives from their own perspectives and from the perspective of literary characters. 
Speaking and Listening Standards 
· Socratic Seminars promote thoughtful discussion among peers. 
· Students will utilize various rhetorical devices such ethos, pathos, and logos as they compose persuasive speeches. 
· Watching and creating digital media presentations helps students to practice a variety of communication methods. 
Language Standards 
· Writing assignments require the use of parallel structure and the use of various phrases and clauses (noun, verb, adjectival, participial, etc.) to add interest to writing. 
· Students will identify common usage problems and use correct punctuation (comma, semicolon, hyphen, dash, etc.). 
· Vocabulary words are defined in context, and students will explore the relative forms and etymology of terms.
Math and the Common Core
The Common Core Standards in mathematics seek to provide students with experiences that are rich in rigor and complexity. In challenging our students, all mathematics teachers should strive to have their students develop the following abilities: 
· problem solving,
· reasoning and proof,
· communication,
· representation, and
· connections
These are known as the NCTM (National Council of Teachers of Mathematics) process standards. In addition to the process standards, the National Research Council stated that in order to be mathematically proficient students should be able to develop deep conceptual understanding, exhibit procedural fluency, demonstrate strategic competence, show adaptive reasoning, and have productive disposition.
These processes and proficiencies are promoted in our courses through the presentation of scenarios with varying degrees of difficulty. Using Webb’s Depth of Knowledge, the video tutorials offer rich explanations posing questions such as “what if“, “justify your reasoning”, “represent a model”, and “compare and contrast” to name a few. The text based scripts demonstrate brief explanations and terminology that provide students with immediate information.
Practice skills are offered throughout each lesson and separate assignments are submitted to the teacher via internet. Each lesson is accompanied by both a multiple choice format assessment and by another assessment that includes the new formats that will be assessed in the upcoming state standards tests. The new assessment type items are known as tasks and are presented in different formats: multiple choice, short and extended responses, selection of all that apply, drag and drop, type in, and comparison of two different quantities. These items are in line with what we have seen posted in the PARCC and Smarter Balanced websites.
Minimum Course of Study
Pinnacle Education offers the Arizona State Board of Education high school graduation requirements.  Pinnacle education also offers the Arizona Board of Regents requirements as well for college acceptance.  Pinnacle Education provides a rigorous academic program in language arts, math, science, social studies and electives.  All subjects offered integrate with the AZCCRS.  All instructors are highly-qualified and most are certified in their field.  They teach using critical thinking skills and mastery of learning through the use of technology.  Instruction can be one-to-one or in small groups.  Many lessons are video presentations that the student can assess at any time they will need.  
Arizona State Board of Education High School Graduation Requirements – Minimum 22 Credits
	Class of 2013 and Beyond

	English
	4 credits

	Math
	4 credits

	Science
	3 credits

	Social Studies
	3 credits

	CTE/Vocational Ed. or Fine Art
	1 credit

	Electives
	7 credits

	Total
	22 credits


The course of study for students wishing to enter a four year university is based on the Arizona Board of Regents entrance requirements of the college or university of the student’s choice.

Arizona Board of Regents Tri-University Admission Standards

	ABOR Admission standards

	English
	4 credits

	Math
	4 credits

	Science
	3 credits

	Social Studies
	2 credits

	Fine Art
	1 credit

	Foreign Language
	2 credits


English
4 Years
Note: English courses taken must include literature and substantial emphasis on grammar and composition. Courses such as business communications, and any others not devoted exclusively to the study of English may not be substituted for an English course.
Math
4 Years
Algebra I, II; geometry; and any advanced math course for which Algebra II is a prerequisite, e.g. pre-calculus. (It is strongly required at Pinnacle Education that students take mathematics during their senior year of high school.)
Science (biology, chemistry, physics, earth science)
3 Years
One unit from any three of the following: biology, chemistry, physics, earth science, integrated lab science (may include advanced study in one area)
Social Studies
2 Years
One unit of American history; one additional unit from: (world history, economics, geography, government, psychology, anthropology)
Foreign Language
2 Years
Two units of the same foreign language; a third year is recommended. American Sign Language may be used to fulfill this requirement.
Fine Arts
1 Years
One unit of fine arts or any combination of two semesters of high school fine arts.
Meeting Academic Competency Requirements
Students must earn a cumulative 2.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in each subject area to meet the academic competency requirements. A lower grade-point average is equal to one deficiency. Deficiencies in both math and lab science will not be acceptable.
If students need to fulfill one unit in one or two different subject areas (except math and science), course work may be completed during the first year at the university or through summer school or a community college. Additional course work required by a college major is not considered part of the Board of Regents’ requirements for admission and may either be completed before enrollment or during the student’s first year.
Remember: Students must complete all course work requirements within one calendar year of their first enrollment or they will not be permitted to register for subsequent terms. Admission is based on the grade‐point average of the 16‐ unit Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) requirements, not the entire curriculum.

Concurrent, Dual or Honors Credit
Dual-enrollments at a Community College
All qualified students may concurrently enroll in community college courses.  Students wishing to qualify for enrollment in college classes must have:
· Excellent attendance
· Passing all classes with a C or better
· Be recommended by one teacher and the Principal.


Honors Courses
All English, Math, Social Studies and Science course are available at the honors level.  The designated honors lessons will incorporate the following strategies: 
· higher level questioning
· critical reading
· complex analysis
· real world connections
· research based components
· multiple opportunities for active participation through analytical note taking
Students will often be asked to research additional topics or look with more depth at an existing concept, and then synthesize their research in order to draw conclusions and support their points of view. 
The questioning strategies within the honors lessons will reflect skills of analysis, synthesis, and application; therefore, encouraging students to solve problems by applying the skills and concepts they are studying. For example, Environmental Science will contain “starting questions” that will provide a thread for further study and reflection. World History will offer students opportunities to compare the events and concepts they are studying to today’s world. Language Arts courses will often provide students with comparative literature study and opportunities for critical analysis. Students in Language Arts will study the human condition and the complexity of human relationships. 
Honors assignments will allow students to display their understanding of the concepts through written analysis. The honors assignments will be more complex and often require additional time and research.

Post-Secondary Success
Besides the rigorous course content that is presented by the online instruction, Pinnacle Education offers two programs for post-secondary success. 
[bookmark: _Toc393713195]World of Work
The World of Work program combines classroom theory with supervised work experience.  Students have the opportunity to earn high school elective credits for planned growth in a job that is ideally related to their career goals. The course is available to students in their junior/senior year(s). Students must satisfy specific requirements in order to enroll in the program, and a joint agreement is set up among the employer, the school, and the student to facilitate this process. More specifically, a student desiring to enroll in World of Work must have completed all but 1.0 credit (two classes) of his/her core classes.
[bookmark: _Toc393713197]Service Learning
MGRM Pinnacle High School’s Service Learning program is designed to give students an opportunity to earn elective credit while donating time in their community.  The course is available to students who meet the requirement. A joint agreement is signed by the students, the school, and the community agency. Students receive .5 (one class) elective credits upon documented completion of 60 clock hours.

Community College or EVIT
Students are able to explore occupational opportunities through classes at the local community college or at EVIT.  Many students attend EVIT during the day and do their classes with us in the afternoon.  This duel enrollment allows students to explore areas such as business, health occupations, service occupations, technology and industrial trades.
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