Curriculum Planning Document — Language Arts

Content Area/Grade Level: English Language Arts K-12

Course Description:

6th grade Language Arts-This two-semester course provides exposure to literary, informational,
and expository texts while also teaching the rudiments of literary analysis and writing. Students
also receive explicit instruction focused on standardized test-taking skills.

7th grade Language Arts- This two-semester course teaches literary and reading comprehension
skills. Each unit is constructed around several core types of lessons: skills, informational,
communications, and grammar and writing.

8th grade Language Arts- This two—semester course focuses on high school preparation by
exposing students to acclaimed authors, high-stakes testing preparation, and intensive critical
reading and writing activities.

R grade Language Arts-This year-long high school course exposes the students to classic
literature and poetry, 21st Century media skills, and the 6+1 writing traits.

10" grade Language Arts- This year-long high school course continues to expose students to
world literature, drama, and poetry with an emphasis on developing the expository writing style.
11" grade Language Arts-This year-long, high school course meets the requirements for an
American Literature class, particularly as a survey of literary works by notable American authors
and poets as well as American literary time periods and movements. Students also receive
instruction in informational, communication, grammar, and writing topics.

12" grade Language Arts-This year-long high school course meets the requirements for a British
Literature course, particularly as a survey of literary works by notable British authors, poets, and
playwrights as well as British literary movements and time periods. Students also receive
instruction in informational, communication, grammar, and writing topics.
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Other Language Arts courses:
Introduction to Communications and Speech: One-semester high school course covers communications
and speech. The course includes topics on human communication, verb and nonverbal messages,



cultural and gender differences, interpersonal, group, and organizational communication, public
speaking and speech writing.

IDEA Writing: Instruction to Develop Expository and Applied Writing is a one semester intensive writing
course. Students will use the writing process and 6 +1 traits.

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition: Students will study the ways writers use
language to create meaning. Students will read and analyze numerous genres of nonfiction prose
including essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing,
autobiographies/biographies, diaries, speeches, history writing, and criticism. Students focus the
majority of their practice on writing expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Analysis is based
on writers who are listed in the AP English Course Description from the College Board. In addition to
writing, students also study visual rhetoric such as photographs, advertisements, and political cartoons.
As suggested in the AP English Course Description, students learn “to read primary and secondary
sources carefully, to synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, and to cite sources
using conventions recommended by the Modern Language Association.” To develop the students’
critical reading and writing skills, the class relies on students composing original essays, which are then
closely read by peers and revised by the writer. This course has been designed to help students
successfully achieve a passing score on the AP Exam.



