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	*Grade Level
	7
	
	Writing

	Course Title (grades 9-12 Only)
	

	Expected Prior Knowledge
List the knowledge/skills mastered earlier in the year that are foundational to the mastery of the Standard identified as the focus for review. 
	Students will have completed reading 
Travels with Charley In Search of America by John Steinbeck.

Students will have prior knowledge and experience writing narratives. 

Students will have prior knowledge of the editing and revising process. 

Students will have prior experience working with the Step Up To Writing 4 Paragraph Outline

	*Alignment to Program of Instruction
Describe how the methods of instruction found in this sequence of lessons align to the Program of Instruction described in the charter contract.
	This unit is aligned to the AZ. College and Career State Standards (CCSS).  In this unit students will, “Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences”.  In this unit, students will write a narrative about a favorite road trip.  According to the CCSS, Students will “develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.” During this unit, students will build upon the editing and revision process to develop characters, and find use for transitional words and phrases in their writing. In accordance with Core Knowledge Sequence that states that Students will, “Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences”, Students will build upon small daily writing assignments to ultimately create a 4 paragraph narrative. This unit’s instruction includes objective-driven instruction and daily formative assessments. 

	*Standard Number and Description 
The standard number and description (see instructions) of the Standard being instructed and assessed to mastery in the curriculum sample. If more than one standard is listed for a content area, one is clearly identified as the focus for review by having (M) before the Standard number.
	Text Type and Purposes (7.W.3)

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.  

	*Materials/Resources Needed
List all items the teacher and students will need for the entire sequence of instruction (excluding common consumables)
	              Day 1

Character Attributes T Chart.

Step Up To Writing 4 Paragraph Outline pg. 59-60

Day 2

Exemplar pictures for sequential ordering
Exemplary passage from, Travels with Charley In Search of America, by John Steinbeck

Day 3

Transition Power Point Presentation

List of Transitions by Step Up to Writing




* Standard Number: For English Language Arts (Reading and Writing), use Grade, Strand, Standard (e.g., 3.RI.2). For K-8 Math, use Grade, Domain, Standard (e.g., 6.EE.7). For HS Math, use Conceptual Category-Domain, Standard (e.g., A-REI.6).

	Lesson (add as needed)
	
	

	1
	Activation of Prior knowledge: Teacher will (“TW”) direct students to recall the characters and sequence of events in, Travels with Charley In Search of America, by John Steinbeck. 

Teacher will lead a class discussion asking specifically about the characters, and what made them interesting. Teacher will prompt the class in a discussion about the sequence and details of events in, Travels with Charley in Search of America.
Objective- Students will develop characters to help orient readers in a narrative, and create an outline for a narrative essay. 

Teacher will direct the students’ attention to the lesson’s objective. 
Introduction to New Material (“INM”): Travels with Charley In Search of America, by John Steinbeck is a narrative. It is a piece of writing that tells a story about a time in a person’s life. A narrative will develop characters within the story, and it will describe the sequence, and details of events. Narratives that are written well leave the reader feeling like they know the characters. TW give the students their writing prompt, and a copy of the rubric that will be used to grade the narrative. 
TW check for understanding by asking students to write the answers to her question in their notebooks. Teacher will walk around the and look at students’ answers. 

Key Points: In order to help your reader understand what you are talking about, it is important to give them an orientation. One way to give your reader a sense of orientation is to through character development. This is where you introduce your reader to the characters in your narrative. The Narrator is the person telling the story. They characters are the other people in the story. It is important to orient your reader by identifying the narrator, the other characters and their relationship to the narrator.  One way to give your reader a strong sense of the characters is to describe them physically, and their personality. 

Modeling: TW create a Character Attributes T Chart. One side of the Chart will be labeled, “Physical Attributes”, and the other side will be labeled, “Personality Traits.TW use the Character Attributes T Chart to list the physical attributes and personality traits of the little boy in Chapter 2 who wanted to leave with John Steinbeck in, Travels with Charley in Search of America. 
Guided Practice: Teacher will ask students to complete the Character Attributes T Chart for each character of real or imagined character on a family road trip. Teacher will call upon volunteer and non volunteers to discuss their Character Attribute T Charts.
 Independent Practice: Teacher will remind students of the lesson’s objective, and briefly answer clarifying questions about the assignment.  
TW briefly review the use of the Step Up To Writing 4 Paragraph Outline, directing students to begin the assignment (Prompt: Throughout this unit, you will write various pieces ultimately creating a 4 paragraph narrative of a family road trip Teacher will ask clarifying questions about the assignment’s goals, re-teaching and modeling if necessary
Assessment: Teacher will collect students’ outline and Character Attribute T-Chart at the end of class. TW review each outline to make sure it follows the assignment guidelines. 


	In a large group, students will discuss the characters in Travels with Charley in Search of America by John Steinbeck. 

In a large group, students will discuss the sequence, and details of events in Travels with Charley in Search of America by John Steinbeck.
Students will write the lesson’s objective in their notebook. 
Students will actively listen to today’s key points and take notes. 
Students will review the writing prompt and assessment rubric. 

Students will write the answers to Checking for Understanding questions in their notebooks, and review the answers with their neighbor. 
Students will think about, and decide which road trip to write about. 

Students will recall the characters in Travels with Charley In Search of America, by John Steinbeck and as a group SW brainstorm some of their favorite characters from the book. 

SW list what they liked about their favorite characters. 

Students will take notes and define, “Physical Attributes”, and Personality Traits. 

Students will use their list about what they like about their favorite characters and Create an Attribute T-Chart. Listing on one side, “Physical Attributes”, and “Personality Traits” on the other side. Students will work as a group help the teacher fill in the, “Physical Attributes” of the little boy by independently scanning the chapter to find physical attributes.
Students will work as a group help the teacher fill in the, “Physical Attributes” of the little boy by independently scanning the chapter to find physical attributes. Students will list the family/friends that went on their favorite road trip. 

Students will work independently to create an Attribute T-Chart for each of the characters in their narrative. Students will participate in a class discussion and identify their characters’ physical features and traits. 

Students will watch and listen as the teacher models the use of the Step Up To Writing 4 Paragraph Outline. 

Students will work independently to create an outline for their narrative

	2
	Activation of Prior knowledge: Teacher will ask students to list 2 ways to orient a reader by using character development. Teacher will call upon volunteers to answer the question. Teacher will direct students’ attention the current lesson’s objective.

Objective: Students will elaborate upon their understanding of the skill of orienting the reader by establishing context using a logical sequence of events. Students will use their outline from the previous lesson to write a rough draft narrative. 

Introduction to New Material: Teacher will orally present new material, and direct students to take notes on key points. 

Key Points: In addition to introducing the reader to the characters in your narrative, you can help orient your reader by presenting the sequence of events in a logical order. Chronological order is sequencing events in the order in which they happen (What happened, first, second, third etc.). 
Modeling: Teacher will model the sequencing of events logical order by first presenting a series of pictures in mixed up order and asking students if they understand what is happening. Teacher will point out that it is very difficult to understand because the events are not in chronological order. Teacher will arrange the events in chronological order demonstrating that now it is easy to understand what is happening. Teacher will check for understanding by asking relevant questions, taking answers from non-volunteers. 
Guided Practice: Teacher will display an exemplar passage from, Travels with Charley in Search of America, by John Steinbeck, and ask students to identify each event as it happens in chronological order. Teacher will lead a whole class discussion, and check for understanding by asking relevant questions, and calling on volunteers and non –volunteers to answer the question. 
Independent Practice: Teacher will hand back student’s work from the previous lesson, and answer questions regarding feedback if necessary. Teacher will remind students of the unit’s writing prompt and direct students to work independently to complete the assignment. Teacher will circulate around the room working with individual students if necessary. 
Assessment: Teacher will use the independent practice assignment to as a formative assessment.  Teacher will use the rubric to grade each assignment. Teacher will use the formative assessment adjust instruction if necessary. 
	Students will list two ways to orient a reader by using character to development, and demonstrate their understating by volunteering to answer the teacher’s questions. 
Students will read and write the lesson’s objective in their notebooks. 

Students will be actively engaged in the presentation of new material by listening to the teacher, and writing note on key points. 

Students will watch and listen as teacher models the use of chronological order to help orient a reader. Students will volunteer to answer the teacher’s questions. 
Students will read the exemplar passage from, Travels with Charley in Search of America, by John Steinbeck and identify by listing the events as they happen in chronological order. Students will demonstrate their understanding by volunteering to answer relevant questions. 

Students will receive, and read their work from the previous lesson, ask clarifying questions based on teacher’s feedback.  Using the outline from the previous lesson, students will make sure their outlined events are in chronological order before starting to write a rough draft. 
Students will work independently to create a rough draft narrative using the outline they crated in the previous lesson, and amended in this lesson. 

Students will hand in their completed rough draft and outline at the end of class. 



	3
	 Activating Prior Knowledge: TW direct students to share with the class what they already know about using transitions. 
Objective-Students will write a rough draft using their outlines, with a focus on using transitional words and phrases, 
Introduction to New Material and Key Points: Teacher will define, “Transitional Words and Phrases “as words that connect the thoughts of the reader. They are words or phrases that help the reader go from one thought to the next (they link). They also signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

TW start the PPT on transitional words and phrases.

Teacher will guide a discussion to “Check for Understanding” of the Power Point Presentation by asking each student to write down the answer to her question. TW walk around the class and look as students’ answers. 
Modeling: TW hand out a list of transitions from Step Up to Writing. 

TW model the use of adding transition by writing a paragraph and pausing to highlight the use of transitions. 
Guided Practice: TW read and present an exemplar paragraph that is missing transitional words and phrases. Teacher will ask students to identify where and why transitional words should be inserted. 

Teacher will check for understanding with a thumbs-up set of questions. 

Independent Practice: TW direct students’ attention to their outlines from the previous day. 

TW review the writing prompt.

TW direct students to use their outlines to write a personal narrative 
TW “Check for Understanding” by asking for oral response to questions. 
Assessment: TW walk around the class and assess each student’s understanding of the use of transitions, also paying close attention to students’ paragraph making sure they are aligned to the writing prompt and assignment guidelines.
	 Students will recall and discuss what they already know about the use of transitional words and phrases, in writing. 

Students will read the lesson’s objective and write it in their notebook. 

Students will reflect upon the meaning of the words transition, to help gain a better understanding of the objectives. 

Students will write the teacher’s definition of “Transitional Words and Phrases” in their notebooks.

Students will watch the Power Point Presentation and take notes. 

Students will write-down the “Checking for Understanding” answers in their notebooks. 

Students will discuss their answers with their neighbor.

SW be actively engaged by watching the teacher write a paragraph and pausing to illustrate where/ and why transitions will be inserted in a rough draft. 

Students will follow along as teacher reads the exemplar paragraph, and discuss with a partner where a transition should be inserted. 

Students will use their List of Transitions to pick an appropriate transition, and place it in the exemplar paragraph. 

Students will answer the teacher’s question to demonstrate an understanding. 
SW read their outlines silently.

Students will read and write the assignment’s guidelines in their notebook.

Students will ask the teacher any clarifying questions.

Students will discuss with their partner the answer to the teacher’s “Checking for Understand” questions 

Students will use the remainder of the class period to write a rough draft using their outline, and paying particular attention that they use transitional words or phrases when/where necessary. 



	4
	Teacher will direct students to the summative assessment.
	Students will complete the summative assessment. 


Summative Assessment Items and Scoring: Provide at least three Summative Assessment Items that together accurately measure student mastery.
Each paragraph will be graded by use of a rubric. Each paragraph will address one specific component of the entire standard and will be worth a total of 4 points. The entire summative assessment will be worth12 Points.  Master Scale: 12 points -9 points =Mastery, 8 Points-7points= Approaching, 6 points and below= Falling Far Below
Part 1-Demonstrate your understating of orienting the reader by  writing a 1 paragraph narrative, that tells about the members of your family.
	Skill Requirement
	Achieving (4)
	Refining (3)
	Developing (2)
	Attempting (1) 
	Missing (0) 

	Use narrative techniques to develop characters.


	Character was clearly introduced, listing attributes, giving the reader a strong orientation. .
	Characters were identified; the reader was given a sense of understanding of the characters. 
	Character development was somewhat effective, missing attributes and personality traits. 
	Little or ineffective character development. The reader may have had questions about the characters. 
	No use of narrative techniques. 


Part 2- Demonstrate your understating of presenting a logical sequence of events by writing a 1 paragraph narrative about your weekend. 
	Skill Requirement
	Achieving (4)
	Refining (3)
	Developing (2)
	Attempting (1) 
	Missing (0) 

	Use narrative techniques to develop experiences, events, and characters.


	Effective and creative use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection.
	Effective use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection.
	Somewhat effective use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection.
	Little or ineffective use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection 
	No use of narrative techniques. 


Part 3.Demonstrate your understating of the use of transitional words and phrases by writing a 1 paragraph narrative about a childhood memory.   
	Skill Requirement
	Achieving (4)
	Refining (3)
	Developing (2)
	Attempting (1) 
	Missing (0) 

	Use transitional language to convey sequence and relationship among experiences/ events. 

    
	Effective and sophisticated use of transitional language.
	Effective use of transitional language.
	Somewhat effective use of transitional language.
	Little or ineffective use of transitional language.
	No use of transitional language. 
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