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	*Grade Level
	8 
	*Content Area
	Writing 

	Course Title (grades 9-12 Only)
	

	Expected Prior Knowledge

List the knowledge/skills mastered earlier in the year that are foundational to the mastery of the Standard identified as the focus for review. 
	Students will have prior knowledge and experience writing narratives. 

Students will have prior knowledge with the editing and revising process. 
Students will have prior experience working with the Step Up To Writing 4 Paragraph Outline
Students will have already read, A Pair of Silk Stockings, by Kate Chopin

	*Alignment to Program of Instruction

Describe how the methods of instruction found in this sequence of lessons align to the Program of Instruction described in the charter contract.
	This unit is aligned to Arizona College and Career Ready State Standards with an emphasis on writing narratives using specific 8th grade standards.  This unit’s instruction includes objective-driven instruction with daily formative assessment. Lesson’s in this unit will allow students the opportunity to convey real or imagines experiences with the purpose of communicating to an audience. Teaching strategies in this unit include teacher think aloud, student group activies, think pair share, and whole group discussion.

	*Standard Number and Description 
The standard number and description (see instructions) of the Standard being instructed and assessed to mastery in the curriculum sample. If more than one standard is listed for a content area, one is clearly identified as the focus for review by having (M) before the Standard number.
	3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

        e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. (8.W.3)

	*Materials/Resources Needed

List all items the teacher and students will need for the entire sequence of instruction (excluding common consumables)
	Lesson 1
http://learnzillion.com/lessons/2120-organize-and-sequence-events-in-a-narrative-
Lesson 2

Teacher created PPT on transitional words and phrases (computer and projector)

A 3 column graphic organizer to identify events, and experiences, transitions

Step Up to Writing –List of Transitions

Teacher created exemplar paragraphs used to identify transitions.




* Standard Number: For English Language Arts (Reading and Writing), use Grade, Strand, Standard (e.g., 3.RI.2). For K-8 Math, use Grade, Domain, Standard (e.g., 6.EE.7). For HS Math, use Conceptual Category-Domain, Standard (e.g., A-REI.6).

	Lesson (add as needed)
	*Instructional Strategies - List and describe teacher actions, lesson by lesson, which will provide students with opportunities to engage the grade-level rigor defined by the Standard identified as the focus for review. Indicate alignment of instructional strategies to the Standard/component identified as the focus for review and specific Standard(s) of Mathematical Practice.
	*Student Activities - Describe the activities, lesson by lesson, in which students will engage to allow them to master the grade-level rigor 
defined by the Standard identified as the focus for review. 
Indicate alignment of student activities to the Standard/component identified as the focus for review and specific Standard(s) of Mathematical Practice.

	1
	Activation of Prior Knowledge: Teacher will ask students to work in pairs to review narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing and description of events.  Teacher will display 3 charts with the following titles, Dialogue, Pacing and Description of Events. Teacher will direct students through each station. Teacher will facilitate a whole group lesson discussing the key points of each chart. 
Objective: Students will be able to add to their knowledge of using narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, by adding and “reflection” to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

 Introduction to New Material and Key Points: Reflection means to look back upon experience to expand the reader’s understanding. The writer can go back in time, and describe past events and compare and contrast events. You can use reflection to sharpen the reader’s understanding of an experience or to develop an understating of a character. The writer can reflect on character with the use of anecdotes. 
Modeling: Teacher will conduct a read aloud of an exemplar narrative featuring reflection that develops an understanding of an event. Teacher will ask relevant questions to check for understanding.  Teacher will conduct a second read aloud of an exemplar narrative, this one featuring the use of reflection that develops an understating of a character. Teacher will check for understand by asking relevant questions. 

Guided Practice: Teacher direct students to work in groups of three to look at an exemplar passage and underline the writer’s use of reflection to develop an understanding of an experience. Teacher will facilitate a whole group discussion, and answer clarifying questions. Teacher will redirect the groups to read asecond exemplar passage and underline the writer’s use of reflection to develop character. 

Independent Practice: Teacher will direct students to independently read a different exemplar passage and identify the use of reflection. Teacher will lead a whole group discussion, allowing students to demonstrate their understanding through the use of question answer. 

Assessment: Teacher will introduce students to the writing prompt, and the corresponding rubric. As students are working independently, teacher will walk around the room to monitor students’ understanding, and re-teach specific skills if necessary. 
	Students will work in pairs to review narratives techniques such as dialogue, pacing and description of events, first discussing each category, and as a group fill-in a definition and example of each section on a poster sized chart for each of the following: Dialogue, Pacing and Description of Events.  Each group of students will discuss with the whole group their contribution to each chart. 

Students will orally read the lesson’s objective, and write it down in their notebooks. 

Students will be actively involved as the teacher reviews the rubric and assessment assignment that will be completed at the end of the lesson.  Students will ask clarifying questions if necessary. 

Students will watch and listen as the teacher introduces new material, and take notes on key points. Students will ask clarifying questions. 

Students will read the exemplar paragraph, and participate in the reflection group activities as directed by the teacher. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the lesson by engaging in the whole group discussion, and by volunteering to answer the teachers’ checking for understanding questions. 

Students will work independently as directed by the teacher to identify reflection as it used in an exemplar passage to sharpen the reader’s understanding of events and characters.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of the lesson by engaging in the whole group discussion, and by volunteering to answer the teachers’ checking for understanding questions, and by handing in the assignment for correction. 

Students will work independently writing a personal narrative that exemplifies the use of reflection to develop an understanding of events and character. 



	2
	Activation of Prior Knowledge:  Teacher will ask students to write in their notebook the definition of transitions, and how they are used in narratives. Teacher will circulate around the room, reading each student’s response to check for understanding. Teacher will facilitate a whole group discussion regarding the use of transitions in narratives. Teacher will use relevant questions and call upon volunteers and non volunteers check for understating. 
Objective: Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.
Introduction to New Material: Teacher will present the, ”Transitions,” Power Point Presentation, stopping at key points, and directing students to take notes. Teacher will also hand out the Step Up To Writing List of Transitions, and ask students to read it silently. 
Key points: Transitions are used to line ideas in a sequence.

Transitions are used when the writer switches from one time period to another. Transitions will also let your reader know that you have switched from one setting to another. 
Modeling: Teacher will display and read aloud an exemplar paragraph that is missing transitions, pointing out that there is no sense of connection between ideas or events. Teacher will present the same exemplar paragraph, presenting and asking students, “What transitional word or phrase could we use here?” Teacher will re-write the paragraph using students’ suggestions. 
Guided Practice: Teacher will present a graphic organizer and a new exemplar passage, and give students directions on how to use the paragraph and graphic organizer to identify transition by first identifying events, and experience, and then noticing the words the author uses to link the experience to the event. 
Independent Practice: Teacher will introduce the writing prompt, and present the grading rubric.
 Prompt: Write a 1 paragraph narrative describing what you did last weekend, paying particular attention to the use of transitions that signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events. Teacher will circulate and assist individual students by asking clarifying questions to check for understanding, and re-teach/ model if necessary. 
Assessment: Teacher will use a rubric and students’ paragraph from the Independent practice as a formative assessment. 

	Students will demonstrate prior knowledge by writing the answer to the teacher’s questions in their notebook.  Students will engage in a discussion to demonstrate their understanding. 
Students will orally read the lesson’s objective and write it in their notebooks. 

Students will be actively engaged by watching the, “Transitions,” Power Point Presentation, and by taking notes on key points, and asking clarifying questions. 

Students will be actively engaged by reading silently as the teacher reads aloud the exemplar paragraph.  Students will participate in a conversation about the use of transitions to make thoughts and events flow, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another and to show the relationship among experiences and events. 

Students will read a new exemplar paragraph, use a  3 column graphic organizer to identify events, and experiences, and in a third column identify the transitional words, phrases, or clauses. 
 Student will follow along while the teacher reads aloud the writing prompt and rubric. Students will ask clarifying questions. 

Students will create a graphic organizer identical to the one used in the guided practice, and use it as a pre writing activity for the writing prompt. Students will use the graphic organizer to create a paragraph demonstrating their understanding of the use of transitions to signal shifts in time and setting, and to show relationships among experiences and events. 



	3
	Activation of Prior Knowledge: Teacher will hand back the assessment paragraph from the previous lesson, and ask students to read feedback comments. Teacher will ask students’ if they have any question or comment regarding the feedback from the previous lesson’s assessment paragraph.  Teacher will orally ask students to start listing transitional words and phrases. Teacher will take answers from volunteers and non volunteers. 
Objective:  Students will understand how to conclude a narrative by providing a sense of reflection of the events of the narrative, and closure. 

Introduction to New Material: Teacher will play the video, pausing at key points, and directing students to take notes. 
Key Points: 

Conclusion is an ending.

Reflection means to briefly go back and identify something from each of the events in the narrative. 

Modeling: Teacher will read an exemplar paragraph, stopping at the conclusion, stating, “This is an example of reflection. It briefly mentions the events from the narrative.” Teacher will continue to model by stopping to identify how the paragraph’s topic sentence has been restated to give a strong sense of closure.
Guided Practice: Teacher will read an exemplar paragraph with a missing conclusion, and state: “I feel like this just drops off. There is no reflection, and there is no sense of closure. “Teacher will guide the class in a think aloud, reflecting on the events of the exemplar paragraph. Teacher will lead a class discussion calling on volunteers and non-volunteers to read their list of reflection ideas. Teacher will model the act of reflection by using students list of reflections to write an exemplar conclusion using reflection.  Teacher will state, “A good way to add closure is to restate the topic sentence using other words.” Teacher will direct students to restate the paragraph’s topic sentence in their own words. Teacher will lead a group discussion calling on volunteers and non volunteers read their work. Teacher will model the process of using reflection, and restating the paragraph’s topic sentence to write a strong conclusion.  

Independent Practice: Teacher will direct the students’ attention to their new assignment (Students will re-draft their paragraph from the previous lesson, writing a strong conclusion with emphasis on reflection and process of restating the paragraph’s topics sentence.).Teacher will review the rubric, and grading criteria for the assignment and answer clarifying questions. Teacher will circulate around the room offering intervention and support. 

Assessment: Teacher will use a rubric to grade students independent practice assignment as a formative assessment. 
	Students will review their assessment from the previous lesson, and ask feedback questions if necessary. Students will orally answer the teacher’s questions to activate prior knowledge. 

Students will orally read the lesson’s objective and write it in their notebook. 

Students will be actively engaged by watching the Power Point Presentation, taking notes on key points, and asking clarifying questions.

Students will be actively engaged by watching and listening as teacher models reflection and the process of restating the paragraph’s topic sentence to create a strong conclusion. 
Students will read along with the teacher the exemplar passage, reflect upon the sequence of events from the passage, and write a list of the sequence events when directed. Students will identify key words in the paragraph’s topic sentence which will be crucial to use when writing a strong conclusion. 

 Students will work independently to rewrite the exemplar paragraph for a strong conclusion using reflection and restating the topic sentence in their own words. Students will volunteer to read their sample work, and participate in a class discussion.
Students will re-draft their paragraph from the previous lesson, writing a strong conclusion with emphasis on reflection and the process of restating the paragraph’s topic sentence Students will turn-in their completed paragraph at the end of class. 

 

	4
	Teacher will direct students to the summative assessment. 
	Students will work independently to complete the summative assessment. 


Summative Assessment Items and Scoring: Provide at least three Summative Assessment Items that together accurately measure student mastery of the application of the content and/or skills as defined by the grade-level rigor in the Standard identified as the focus for review. For each assessment item, clearly identifies the specific component(s) or content/skill(s) identified in the Standard identified as the focus for review being assessed. For each assessment item, provide an answer key or scoring rubric which clearly describes how assessment items are to be scored and how points will be awarded, such that mastery of the application of the content and/or skills as defined by the grade-level rigor in the Standard identified as the focus for review is clearly demonstrated by an acceptable score.
Summative Assessment Writing Prompts
Each paragraph will be graded by use of a rubric. Each paragraph will address one specific component of the entire strand (8.W.3), and will be worth a total of 4 points. 
Part 1: Demonstrate an understating of the use of dialogue, pacing and description with a strong emphasis on reflection, by writing a real or imagined narrative about a class field trip.
Part 2 Demonstrate an understanding of the use of transitions to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. Place a strong emphasis on showing the relationships among experiences and events. Do this by writing a real or imagined narrative about a sporting event that you have watched or participated in. 
Part 3 Demonstrate an understanding of the use of reflection to conclude a narrative by writing a 1 paragraph narrative about what you did on your last birthday. 

Assessment Rubrics

Each paragraph will be graded by use of a rubric. Each paragraph will address one specific component of the entire strand (8.W.3), and will be worth a total of 4 points. The entire summative assessment will be worth12 Points.  Master Scale: 12 points -9 points =Mastery, 8 Points-7points= Approaching, 6 points and below= Falling Far Below. 
Part 1.Demonstrate an understanding of the use of dialogue, pacing and description and reflection. 

	Skill Requirement
	Achieving (4)
	Refining (3)
	Developing (2)
	Attempting (1) 
	Missing (0) 

	Use narrative techniques to develop experiences, events, and characters.

     (CCSS 8.W.3.b)
	Effective and creative use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection.
	Effective use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection.
	Somewhat effective use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection.
	Little or ineffective use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection 
	No use of narrative techniques. 


Score:  ____

Part 2 Demonstrate an understanding for the use of transition to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and reflection. 

	Skill Requirement
	Achieving (4)
	Refining (3)
	Developing (2)
	Attempting (1) 
	Missing (0) 

	Use transitional language to convey sequence and relationship among experiences/ events. 

    (CCSS.8.W.3.c)
	Effective and sophisticated use of transitional language.
	Effective use of transitional language.
	Somewhat effective use of transitional language.
	Little or ineffective use of transitional language.
	No use of transitional language. 


Score:  ____

Part 3 Demonstrate an understanding for the use of reflection to conclude a narrative.

	Skill Requirement
	Achieving (4)
	Refining (3)
	Developing (2)
	Attempting (1) 
	Missing (0) 

	Provide a reflective conclusion.

 (CCSS.8.W.3.e)
	Provides a creative and/or insightful conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.


	Provides an effective conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experience or events.
	Provides a somewhat effective conclusion that follows from and/or reflects on the narrated experience or events.
	Provides an ineffective or confusing conclusion that may not follow from or reflect on the narrated experience or events.
	No conclusion included.


Score:  ____
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