Pathways KM Charter Schools, Inc.
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3705 Beaver Creek Road • PO Box 248
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March 23, 2015

To:  Arizona State Board for Charter Schools

        1616 West Adams Street, Ste 170

        Phoenix, AZ  85007

        602 364 3080

Re:  Adding Grade Levels Amendment Request – Narrative (revised)
Pathways KM Charter Schools, Inc. originally served grades 6 through 12.  In 2006 grades 6-8 were dropped when the high school changed its name and location.  At that time there was no room or need for a middle school.  

Some local families have approached members of the board asking for the addition of a middle school.  We have determined that expansion of the current education program is a positive financial prospect and will benefit the academic performance of our high school students.  
Our education program emphasizes direct instruction in classrooms of less than 20 students per teacher.  Our high school curriculum is aligned with state academic standards and focuses on objectives that will prepare students for the AZMERIT End of Course assessments.  Middle School curriculum will also be aligned with state standards, (whatever they are established to be, for now our school is aligned to Common Core).  
For grades 6, 7, & 8 students must demonstrate 60% academic proficiency in both Language Arts and Mathematics through course specific assessments.  Students must demonstrate grade level specific (60%) mastery of objectives.  Staff will meet mid term and at the end of the year to review each student’s academic progress.  Both course grades, final assessments and teaching staff review will be used to determine if the student is prepared for advancement to the next grade or promotion to high school.  
Students who are performing at or below 65% mastery in Language Arts or Mathematics or both will be required to attend Friday School Tutoring or a three week summer school session to help them identify and master problem objectives. This is and intervention measure to help them be better prepared for high school academic curriculum.
From a financial perspective it is hoped that students will continue from middle school to our rigorous high school academic program with a small teacher/student ratio in a direct instruction classroom.  We expect the middle school to provide a steady 9th grade population of students interested in completing high school with post secondary intentions.  In addition it should be noted that future plans for expansion are augmented by the ability to serve grades 6-12.  
The high school is currently staffed by Arizona Certified Secondary Teachers who are highly qualified in their content areas.  The middle school will require adding one or more Arizona Certified Highly Qualified Teachers in Mathematics and/or Language Arts.  The current high school teaching staff will be able to teach some individual courses to middle school level students that are not the specific HQ of the new teachers.  All core content will be taught by Highly Qualified Arizona Certified Teachers.  The number of new teachers hired will depend on the expected enrollment number.
Annually, over 60% of our graduating cohorts for the past nine years are students who enrolled their freshman or sophomore year and stayed through their senior year.  Our staff is committed to challenging students who have low expectations for success by asking them to do difficult things.
Focused on Student Success,

Kathleen McCabe 
Principal & Charter Operator
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