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ADDING GRADE LEVELS TO CHARTER AMENDMENT REQUEST

Narrative   
· 1) The rationale for the increase in grade levels served 
· We propose adding 7th grade starting FY17 school year for the following reasons. Our program of study has proven to result in learning gains for our students. Adding a 7th grade would provide the students and families a continuity of excellence in their educational experience and choice as well as respond to family requests. 

2)  How the additional grade supports the philosophy, methods of instruction, special emphasis, and mission of the charter
Adding a seventh grade furthers the charter’s mission of preparing future leaders through sound academic learning environments, and leadership and character development. The 7th grade curriculum would continue with the Academy’s successful methods of instruction: the dialogic communities of student learning fostered in the curriculum, the peer critique activities, and the comprehensive assessments are all integrated into the curriculum, and directly support our philosophy, our methods of instruction, our special emphasis, and our mission.

		3) Mastery of coursework and grade-level promotion
As with our other grades, students must pass all standards with a proficiency of 80% or better to be promoted. Charter goal is for at least a 90% mastery level

		5)  Changes in staffing that comply with the Highly Qualified federal guidelines.
It is our intention to continue offering our students instruction by highly qualified educators. To that end, we are currently in the process of identifying highly qualified personnel for the 7th grade.
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