Amendment for Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. to Increase Grade Levels
Background and Support for Expansion

Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. would like to expand its current program by amending its charter to
include 6" grade during the 2012 — 2013 school year. At the present time, Imagine Middle at Surprise,
Inc. s serving students in grades 7" through 8", We have held numeraus formal and informal parent
meetings to inform our parents about the possible expansion of 6™ grade on our campus, and parents
have been supportive of the addition. A definite demand and desire for additional grades exists within
the community. Support for the expansion has come from Imagine Schools’ families wanting to continue
their educational experience with Imagine Schools.

in addition to parent support, Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. has received much community support
particuiarly from our sister school, Rosefield Charter Elementary School, Inc. which opened its doors in
2005. Substantial partnerships include Ric Salado College, Glendale Community College, Grand Canyon
University, Arizona State University, Kids at Hope, local restaurants and businesses for student
internships, Musical Surprise, and the City of Surprise Youth Leadership Council and Office of
Sustainability. Through these relationships, Imagine Middie at Surprise, Inc. has heen able to offer
unique enrichment opportunities and academic experiences.

Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc, was born out of a desire by parents for a better aption for middle school
students. Many parenfs were not happy with the Dysart School District and when Rosefield Charter
Elementary School, Inc. opened their doors for grades K through 6 in 2005, it was apparent that having
choice in education was needed in Surprise, Arizona. Rosefield Charter Elementary School, Inc.
flourished in the first year of operation and plans began to open grades 7 and 8 the following year.

Our hope is that with this charter amendment approval students will be able to attend classes at
Rosefield Charter Elementary School, Inc. from kindergarten through fifth grade, imagine Middle at
Surprise, Inc. from sixth through eighth grade, and finally matriculating fram eighth grade into Imagine -
Preparatory at Surprise, Inc. for ninth through tweifth grade. This consistency of expectationé, the
continuation of learning based upon the imagine Standards-Based Curriculum, and the comfort-level

~ developed frem the familiarity of teachers and peers will promote strength in academic success.

How the Additional Grades Support the Phi!osophv; Methods of Instruction, Special Emphasis, and
Mission of the Charter

Philosophy

Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc.’s philosophy is to provide a learning enviranment where students feel
safe, supported, and respected as they actively learn and develop, both socially and academically. By
engaging students in grades six through eight in 21 Century based skills and a rigorous standards-based
curriculum aligned to the Arizona State Standards, the school promotes learning for leadership, morat
growth, academic growth, the ahility to construct knowledge, and individual responsibility in a caring
enviranment, Additionally, it is the school’s responsihility to help parents and guardians fulfill their



commitment in a partnership to educate their children, By allowing Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. to
expand its program to include sixth grade, this phiiosophy will be used to support more of the students
in the Surprise community.

Methods of Instruction

Imagine Middle at Surprise, inc. uses hands-on methods and technology integration as its main focus of
lesson delivery. In order to guide the addition of sixth graders on Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc.’s
campus, teachers will use a variety of 21% century teaching methods including: interdisciplinary thematic
units, teacher-directed instruction, interdisciplinary project-based {earning, problem solving in real
world application, integrated technology, cooperative tearning, service learning, Dr. Sandra Kaplan’s
icons of depth and cemplexity, and differentfated instruction.

The methods of instruction offered to students at Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. have demonstrated
success as a rigorous, high quality educational opportunity for students. The schaol utilizes the Imagine
Standards-Based Curriculum which is characterized by challenging academic standards that are clearly
articulated at each grade level. The Imagine Standards-Based Curriculum is proprietary and is aligned
with the Arizona Academic K~12 Standards. Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc, offers an educational
program that provides balance among language arts, math, media, science, technology, soclat studies,
music, art, character education, and athletics. Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. utilizes the Galileo schoal-
wide benchmark assessments that are aligned to the Arizona Academic Standards to monitor student
level growth and to modify instructional practice to ensure students are meeting or exceeding the
Arizona Academic Standards.

Service learning projects, where students study a need in the community then apply their learning
towards alleviating that need, wili enable students to learn more about the community. Our goals for
our students will continue to emphasize academic achievermnent, integrity, leadership, and community
service encouraging students to become productive members of society.

Emphasis

All schools in the Imagina Scheol’s family emphasize positive, moral and academic development through
our Six Measures of Excellence, character development, Seven Virtues, and 21 Century Skills to include:
collaboration, communication, creativity, and critical thinking. By extending this culture to sixth grade,
we will be able to provide families with an opportunity to continue their educational experience with
Imagine Schools. To achieve this, Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. already utilizes a character
development program that is integrated into alt facets of the schaol day. More students will also allow
for greater participation in our community-oriented projects that are part of the curriculum, such as the
installation of a pond and garden, collaboration with the City of Surprise Office of Sustainability, and
participation in the Future Problem Solvers Program.



Missign

The mission of Imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. is to provide a unique, educational experience that
emphasizes student engagement and professionalism through project-based learning and 21 Century
Skills that include: collaboration, communication, creativity, and critical thinking. Allowing Imagine
Middie at Surprise, Inc. to expand our grade levels will allow us to seamlessly continue this mission with
our current and future students.

Timeline for implementation

» Imagine Middle at Surprise, inc. intends on serving grades six through eight beginning in August
of 2012 for the 2012-2013 school vear.

Proficiency Level Reqguired for Credit and/or Promotion and Credit Transfer Policies

Promotion of students is based upon an evaluation of each student’s progress as determined by
classroom work, observations, class assessments, state assessments, and other relevant social,
emotional, and academic information. The classroom teachers recommend promation or retention of
students, subject to review and approval of the principal. Specific criteria considered for the promotion
include:

¢ Astudent’s abllity to demonstrate proficiency with the Arizona Academic Standards by Meeting
or Exceeding the standard on the AIMS for Mathematics, Reading and Writing.

o Astudent’s ability to demonstrate proficiency with the Arizana Academic Standards hy Meeting
or Exceeding the standard on 80% of all summative unit assessments administered throughout
the academic year.

¢ Astudent's ability to demonstrate proficiency with the Arizona Academic Standards by achieving
70% proficiency on benchmark assessment and tutorial programs such as Galileo and Study
Island.

Remediation activities are an important part of the educational program for our students.

Teachers conslstently assess performance throughout the school year to determine stydent progress
and thelr need for additional support. For each student whose academic indicators {i.e. daily class
assignments, student portfolios, unit assessments, benchrmark assessments, atc...) suggest they may not
be on target to meet the proficiency levels established for pramotion, the schoot will require the
parents/guardians to meet with the teacher(s} and to develop a detalled plan for remedial instruction
through one or more of the following activities:

s pefore school tutoring by teaching faculty

s High school student led tutorial program

» Individual Student Success Plans that outline student goals

» Academic Workshop class that targets individual student needs through pre and post -
assessment and targeted areas of instruction



L

Smal group instruction to differentiate in response to students’ needs during the regular
academic school day

We recognize the need for improved student growth and academic petformance of reading and math,.
As a result, Imagine Middie at Surprise, Inc. has implemented several initiatives to increase the academic
achievement in reading and math. Such programs include SRA from McGraw Hill, Buckie Down,
Strategles for Success, Skills Bridge, and Study Istand. Throughout the school year, the schoof utilizes
data to drive instruction. Baseline student data is obtained in the Fall utflizing both the Stanford 1C and
Galileo. Stanford 10 is a norm-referenced standardized assessment and Galileo is a criterion-referenced
assessment aligned to the Arizona State Standards. Using the results of these assessments and working
with Imagine Schools’ Regional support, school ieadership and teaching staff have implemented the
following:

A Performance Management Plan that was developed in collaboration with the Arizona Charter
School Association that was submitted for the 2011 ~ 2012 school year

involvement of the whole staff in the completion of the Comprehensive Needs Assessment
provided by the Arizona Department of Education

The development of a school-wide professional development plan based on teacher
effectiveness standards that are supported by the Regional’s Professional Development Task
Force ' _

8enchmarks threa times per calendar year {Fall, Winter, and Spring) to measure the progress of
Arizona State Standards with monitored adjustments to instruction and intervention based on
results of each assessment

Implementation of school instructional Coach to work with teachers to gather and interpret
student data, revise curricuium maps (with new ATLAS program) and lesson plans, and share
instructional strategies

Personalized learning goals {(through Individual Student Success Plans) developed with students,
along with reasonable accommodations and maodifications to instruction

Teacher and nstructional Coach created data hoards to display resuits and progress at each
benchmark for the school community {more frequent formative assessments resuits are
displayed as well)

Student and teacher created data binders to track formative assessments and benchmark
results as well as students’ academic goals

A variety of school-wide intervention opportunities for identified students during the schoo! day
and before and after-schood

We are requesting that the State Board of Charter Schools approve our amendment to add the
additional grade level for the 2012 — 2013 school year.



AIMS Testing Results for imagine Middle at Surprise, Inc. from 2007 to 2011

Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding
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6th Grade Reading Test

Read each question carefully.

1)

"A New Perspective"
by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
(adapted)

The little worries that bothered me,
I lost them yesterday,

Among the fields, above the sea,
Among the winds at play,

Among the singing of the birds,
The humming of the bees.

The foolish fears of what might happen,

I threw them all away,

Among the clover-scented grass,

Among the new-mown hay,

Where bad thoughts die and good are born—
Qut in the fields of gold.

AZ-RL.6.4 (Use Also L.6.4a & L.6.5a) Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they

are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific

on meaning and tone.

from "A New Perspective”

Which word best describes the mood of this poem?

A) excited
B) stingy
| C) peaceful

D) nervous

word choice




2)

6th Grade Reading Test

Kim
by Rudyard Kipling
(an excerpt)

The diamond-bright dawn woke men and crows and cattle together. Kim sat up
and yawned, shook himself, and thrilled with delight. This was seeing the world
in real truth; this was life as he would have it—bustling and shouting, the buckling
of belts, and beating of cattie and creaking of wheels, lighting of fires and cooking
of food, and new sights at every turn of the approving eye. The morning mist
swept off in a whorl of silver, the parrots shot away to some distant river in
shrieking green hosts: all the well-wheels within earshot went to work. India was
awake, and Kim was in the middle of it, '

AZ-RL.6.4 (Use Also L.6.4a & L.6.5a) Craft and Structure; Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice
on meaning and tone, . - ' . N C

from "Kim"

Which words besf describe the mood of this text?

A) bored and sleepy
B) vivid and energetic
C) vague and confused

D) dangerous and wild




3)

6th Grade Reading Test

“In a Southern Garden"
by Dorothea Mackeller
(an excerpt)

When the tall bamboos are clicking to the restless little breeze,

~ And bats begin their jerky skimming flight,

And the creamy scented blossoms of the dark blooming trees,
Grow sweeter with the coming of the night,

It is evening in a garden by the warm water side

A garden near the lights of Sydney town.

Mackeller Dorothea. "In a Southern Garden." Murdoch, Walter, comp. The_Qxford Book of
Australasmn Verse. New York: Oxford University Press, 1918.

AZ-RL.6.4 (Use Also L.6.4a & L.6.5a) Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text; including figurative and connotative meanmgs analyze the impact of a specific word choice
on meaning and tone.

from "In a Southern Garden”

Based on the author's word choice, which of the following best describes the mood
of this poem?

A) cold and unhappy
B) warm and active
C) brave and angry

D) loving and mysterious




6th Grade Reading Test

"Searching for Sugar”

Sammy crawled farther under the house, calling for his kitten who had run out
the front door. It was at least 85 degrees under the house, and even warmer out
in the hot sun.

“Sugar!” he called. “I'll give you a saucer of cream if you come back!”

He sat completely silent, but didn’t even hear a single "meow.” Sammy sighed.
He knew Sugar couldn’t have gone too far away, but he also knew he had to find
her. She was a young kitten, and wouldn’t survive long on her own. He sighed
and began calling for her again.

Suddenly he saw the neighbor’s dog running across the field toward him. A cotton
field separated the neighbor’s farm from the one Sammy lived on. “0Oh, no!”
Sammy thought. Ralph was a nice dog, but plenty of nice dogs didn't like kittens.

“Go home, Ralph!” Sammy yelled, but Ralph kept galloping toward him. Sammy
crawled out from under the house and looked around frantically. What if Ralph
hurt Sugar?

Nearing the house, Ralph slowed down. He trotted to the back porch, whined, and
looked toward a stack of boxes piled behind the porch swing. Ralph gave a single
bark, and Sugar leapt out of the top box and scampered into the house.

Ralph looked at Sammy. Ralph iooked as if he were smiling. Sammy laughed.

“Well, thank you, Ralph! You found Sugar for me. You're a good dog,” said
Sammy.

Assessment Technaology, Inc. 2007




6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.6.4 (Use Also L.6.4a & L.6.5a) Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative. meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice
' on meaning and tone. L

4)  from "Searching for Sugar”

Which word best describes the mood at the end of the story?

A} angry
B) funny
C) relieved

|
f D) sad




6th Grade Reading Test

"Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"
(a folktale from India)

There once lived a very wise man named Birbal. He was a minister in the court of
the Emperor Akbar, and the Emperor’s friend and confidant as well. One day, the
Emperor and Birbal were riding elephants along the Ganges River. They were on a
tiger hunt. Birbal happened to make a harmless comment about Akbar’s sense of
‘humor. But Akbar was in a bad mood and took great offense to the remark. He
asked Birbal to not only leave the palace but also to leave the walls of the city of
Agra. Birbal was terribly hurt at being banished, but he obeyed the Emperor and
left the palace.

A couple of days later, Akbar began to miss his best friend. He regretted his
earlier decision to banish him from the courts. He just could not live without
Birbal. And so, he sent out a search party to look for him. But Birbal had left the
city without telling anyone of his destination. The soldiers searched high and low,
but were unable to find him anywhere.

Then one day a wise priest came to visit the palace accompanied by two
followers. The priest had bright sparkling eyes, a thick beard, and long hair. His
followers claimed that their teacher was the wisest man to walk the earth. Since
Akbar missed Birbal terribly, he thought it would be a good idea to have a wise
man that could keep him company. But he decided that he would first test the
holy man’s wisdom.

Akbar informed the priest that since he was the wisest man on earth, he would
like to test him. All the Emperor’s ministers would put forward a question, and if
the priest’s answers were satisfactory, he would be made a minister. But if he
could not answer, he would be banished. The priest answered that he had never
claimed to be the wisest man on earth, even though other people seemed to think
so. Nor was he eager to display his cleverness. On the other hand, he enjoyed
answering questions, so he was ready for the test.

One of the ministers, Raja, began the round of questioning. He asked, "Who is a
man’s best friend on earth?"

The wise priest replied, "His own good sense."
Next the minister Faizi asked, "What is the most superior thing on earth?"
"Knowledge," answered the priest.

"What is that which cannot be regained after it is lost?" questioned another court
noble,

The priest replied, "Life."
The court musician asked, "Which is the sweetest and most melodious voice at

6



6th Grade Reading Test
night?"

The wise priest replied, "The voice that prays to God."

Maharaj of Jaipur, who was a guest at the palace, asked, "What travels more
speedily than the wind?"

The priest replied, "A man’s thoughts."
Maharaj then asked, "What is the sweetest thing on earth?"
The priest said, "A baby’s smile."

Emperor Akbar and all his court nobles were very impressed with his answers,
Akbar, though, wanted to test the priest himself. First he asked, "What is most
necessary to rule over a kingdom?"

The priest answered, "Cleverness."
Then Akbar asked, "What is the gravest enemy of an emperor?"
The priest replied, "Selfishnesgs."

The Emperor was pleased, offered the priest a seat of honor, and asked him
whether he could perform any miracles. The priest said that he could make any
person the king wished to see appear before his eyes. Akbar was thrilled and
immediately asked to see his former minister and best friend Birbal.

The priest simply pulled off his fake beard and hair, much to the surprise of the
other court nobles. Akbar was stunned and could not believe his eyes. He stepped
down to embrace the priest who was none other than Birbal.

Akbar showered Birbal with many valuable gifts to show him how happy he was at
his return.

Assessment Technology, Inc. 2007




5)

6)

7)

6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.6.1 Key Ideas and Detail: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Which sentence confirms that this folktale is set 'in India?

- A) The ministers were asking Birbal many questions.
B) Wise men were considered very important.
C) Akbar was an emperor who lived in a palace.

D) They were riding elephants along the Ganges River.

AZ-RL.6.1 Key Ideas and Detail: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Which sentence tells the reader about the culture of Birbal and Akbar?

A) "He regretted his earlier decision...."
B) "They were on a tiger hunt.”
C) "But Akbar was in a bad mood...."

D} "Akbar was stunned and could not believe...."

AZ-RL.6.1 Key Ideas and Detail: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says expllcmy as weil
as inferences drawn from the fext.

from "Searching for Sugar”

What conclusion can be drawn about how Sammy feels about Ralph at the end of
the story?

A) Sammy thinks Ralph is careless.
B) Sammy thinks Ralph is dangerous.
C) Sammy thinks Ralph is helpful.

D} Sammy thinks Ralph is funny.




8)

9)

10)

6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.6.1 Key Ideas and Detail: Cite textuai evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text. S :

from Kim

What word(s) does the author Use to describe the parrot?
A)  diamond-bright
B) bustling, shouting

C) whorl, silver

D) shrieking, green

AZ-RL.8.1 Key ldeas and Detail- Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text. :

from "Searching for Sugar"

What word does the author use to describe Ralph?

A} young
B} harmful
C) nice

D) lazy

AZ-RL.8.1 Key Ideas and Detail: Cite textual evidence fo Support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text. s :

from "Reunion of Birbaj and Akbar"

What words does the author use to describe Birbal?

A} harmless, satisfactory
B} wise, hurt
C) impressed, stunned

D) happy, sparkling




11)

12)

13)

6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.6.1 Key Ideas and Detail: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text. .

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

What words does the author use to describe Akbar?

A) happy, impressed
B) clever, wise
C) selfish, superior

D) surprised, mean

AZ-RL.6.1 Key Ideas and Detail: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text. ' :

from Kim

Why was Kim thrilled as he woke up?

A} because he was in his comfortable bed at home
B) because he saw his very good friend in the crowd
C) because he was excited by all of the sounds and activities around him

D) because he loved to see parrots flying in the sky more than anything else

AZ-RL.6.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describé how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of -
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. .

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Which of the following occurred first?

A) Akbar guestioned the wise man.
B) Akbar banished Birbal from his courts.
C) Birbal and Akbar went on a tiger hunt.

- D) A wise priest visited the palace.

10



14)

15)

16)

6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.6.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama'’s plot unfolds in a series.of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Which of the following occurred last?
A) The wise man pulled off his fake beard.
B) Birbal and Akbar had an argument.

C) Akbar gave gifts to Birbal.

D) Raja questioned the wise man.

AZ-RL.6.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the piot moves toward a resolution.

from "Searching for Sugar"

Why did Ralph run to the back porch?

A) because he was looking for Sammy
B) because he was looking for a saucer of cream
C) because he was looking for Sugar

D) because he was looking for the cotton field

AZ-RLB.3 Key ldeas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of

episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

_from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Why did Akbar banish Birball from the palace?

A} because Birbal could not shoot a tiger
B) because Birbal made a comment about Akbar's sense of humor
C) because Akbar no longer wanted to be friends with Birbal anymore

D) because Akbar is afraid of wise men

11



17)

18)

19)

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Why did Akbar send a search party to look for Birbal?

A} because Akbar thinks Birbal is in danger
B) because Akbar needs Birbal's help
€} because Akbar is looking for a wise man

D) because Akbar misses his friend

AZ-RL,6.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describie how aparticular story's or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or thange as the plot moves toward a resoiution. -

from "Searching for Sugar”

Why does Sammy tell Ralph to go home?

A) because he doesn't like Ralph
B) because he is scared of Raiph
C) because he thinks Ralph might hurt Sugar

D) because he thinks that Ralph is too wild

AZ-RL.6.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama'’s plot unfolds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

from "The Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Why does Akbar invite the wise man to his palace?

A)  because he needs a servant
B) because he is looking for advice
C) because he wants someone to trick

D) because he misses Birbal

12



6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL 8.3 Key ldeas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of -
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

20) from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Which is part of the resolution of this story?

A) Akbar sent a search party out after Birbal.
B) Akbar embraced Birbal and welcomed him home.
C) Birbal pretended to be a priest and returned to the palace.

D) Birbal answered the questions of all of the ministers.

AZ-RL.8.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama'’s plot unfclds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

21) from "Searching for Sugar”

Which quotation is part of the rising action of this story?

A) ™Sugar!' he called. 'T'll give you a saucer of cream if you come back!™
B) "Suddenly he saw the neighbor’s dog running across the field toward him,"

""Well, thank you, Ralph! You found Sugar for me. You're a good dog,' said
Sammy."

"He sat completely silent, but didn't even hear a single 'meow.' Sammy

D .
) sighed.”

13



22)

23)

6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.8.3 Key Ideas and Detaiis: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

from "Searching for Sugar"

Which quotation is part of the resolution of this story?

"'"Well, thank you, Ralph! You found Sugar for me. You're a good dog,’ said

A Sammy.,"

"It was at least 85 degrees under the house, and even warmer out in the hot

B
) sun.,"

€) "A cotton field Separated the neighbor’s farm from the one Sammy lived on."

"He knew Sugar couldn’t have gone too far away, but he also knew he had

P) to find her."

AZ-RL.6.3 Key Ideas and Detaiis: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfoids in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

from "Searching for Sugar"

Which quotation is part of. the climax of this story?

"Sammy crawled farther under the house, calling for his kitten who had run

A out the front door."

B) "Ralph looked at Sammy. Ralph looked as if he were smiling, Sammy
laughed."”

°) "Ralph gave a single bark, and Sugar leapt out of the top box and
sCampered into the house."

D) "It was at least 85 degrees under the house, and even warmer out in the hot

sun.”

14



24)

25)

26)

6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.B.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot Unfolds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Which _is part of the rising action of the story?

A) Akbar embraces the priest.
B) Akbar gives Birbal gifts.
C) The wise priest takes off his fake beard.

D) Akbar sends a search team to look for Birbal.

AZ-RL.6.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

Which sentence best describes the main conflict in this story?

A) Birbal was hated by Akbar's jealous ministers.
B) Akbar had disliked Birbal for a long time.
C) Akbar was offended by Birbal’s comment.

D) Birbal had shown that he was smarter than Akbar.

AZ-RL.B.3 Key Ideas and Details: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of °
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution,

from "Searching for Sugar”

What is the main conflict of this story?

A) Sammy cannot find Ralph.
B} Sammy cannot find Sugar.
C) Sugar is stuck under the house.

D)} Ralph is stuck under the house.

15



- .

' 6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.6.5 Craft and Structure: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overali
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

27) from "Reunion of Birbal and Akbar"

What effect do the wise priest's words have on Akbar?

A) The words anger him.
B) The words impress him.
C} The words make him laugh.

D) The words make him jealous.

AZ-RL.6.5 Craft and Structure: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

28) from "Searching for Sugar”
What effect do Sammy's words have on Ralph?
A) Ralph goes home.
B) Ralph ignores Sammy.

C) Ralph stops running.

D) Raiph runs to the field.

16



6th Grade Reading Test

"After All"
by William Winter
(adaptation of a Civil War poem)

The apples are ripe in the orchard,
The work of the reaper is done,

And the golden woodlands redden
In the blood of the dying sun.

At the cottage-door the grandsire [grandfather]
Sits pale in his easy-chair,

While the gentle wind of twilight
Plays with his silver hair.

A woman is kneeling beside him;
A fair young head is pressed,

In the first wild passion [strong emotion] of sorrow,
Against his aged chest.

And far from over the distance

The faltering [slowly growing quieter] echoes come
Of the fiying blast of trumpet

And the rattling roll of drum.

And the grandsire speaks in a whisper:
"The end no man can see;

But we give him to his country
And we give our prayers to Thee [God]."

The violets star the meadows,
The rose-buds fringe the door,

And over the grassy orchard
The pink-white blossoms pour.

But the grandsire's chair is empty,
The cottage is dark and still;

There's a nameless grave in the battle-field,
And a new one under the hill.

And a pallid [pale], tearless woman
By the cold hearth [fireplace] sits alone;
And the old clock in the corner
Ticks on with a steady drone [a dull, constant sound].

- Francis Trevelyan Miller, Robert Sampson Lanier. The Photographic History of the Civil War in Ten
Volumes, Vol. 9. Winter, William. "After All." New York: The Patriot Publishing Co., 1911,

17



6th Grade Reading Test

AZ-RL.6.5 Craft and Structure: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall
structure of a text-and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. '

29) from "After All"
Read the lines.

"And the goiden woodlands redden
In the blood of the dying sun."

What is the meaning of these lines?

A) The sun is setting.
B) Thesunis coming up.
C) There is blood in the woodlands.

D) The woodlands look like the sun.

AZ-RL.8.5 Craft and Structure: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

30) from "In a Southern Garden"
Read the line.
"When the tall bamboos are clicking to the restiess little breeze"

What is the meaning of this line?

A) The wind is causing the bamboos to move,
B} The bamboos are growing in the wind.
C) The wind is knocking the bamboos over,

D) The bamboos are beginning to die.

18



Guiding Advanced Readers in Middle School

Fl Midwife's Apprentieeﬁ

by Karen Cushman

Vocabulary Words

The following vocabulary words are found in the book 7%he Midwifes Apprentice.

solemnity

midwifery

T
B e
| ShETER E

76
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Chapter 4 Using Trade Books with Gifted Readers

Activity: Denotation and Connotation ,

Denotation is the dictionary meaning of 2 word, whereas the connoration of a word is the idea of
feeling that is sometimes associated with it. Words can have positive or negative connotations.
For example, a word with a positive connotation gives readers a good feeling. Words with nega-
tive connotations give readers bad or unpleasant feelings, Words can also have neutral connotations,
which means that they trigger neither good nor bad feelings.

Examples: Neutral; overweight ~ Positive: portly, plump Negative: fat, obese
Neutral: ask Positive: request Negative: demand

Directions: The words found in The Midwife's Apprentice are rich and challenging. This activity
will help you better understand many of the unusual terms you will find in the story. Choose 10 words
from the vocabulary list you were given of words from the book. Record the words you chose in the thart
 below, and then write similar words thar you feel have positive and negative connatations, like the
examples above.

Neutral Vocabulary ., Positive Connotations Negative Connotations
from the Story

77
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Guz'dingAdwmrea{ Readers in Middle School

o

Pctivity: Making (nferences
Directions: For this activity, you will make inferences and draw conclusions about Alyce. You must
explain what kind of person Alyce is in the story. Locate three quotes from the book that reveal important |
aspects of Alyces personality. Copy each quote into the table below, as well as the page number where you
Jound it in the book, and then write what you think the quote means. Remember that Alyce changes as the
book progresses, 5o be sure to include quotes that demonstrate her transformation. Later, we will compare
and contrast your information with that of other readers.

,@%’i}‘i Rines s
I. Quote: Meaning of Quote:
Page #:
7. Quote: Meaning of Quote:
Page *:
3. Quote: Meaning of Quote:
Yage # _
Use this space fo wrife a summary about your opinion of the type of person Alyce was in the ook, and
how she gradually changed.

S0



Chapter 4 Using Trade Books with Giffed Readers

by Katin Cishmgn

Activity: Analyzing Decisions
Alyce is treated badly by several people in the story. She gets revenge by deceiving the people in
the village and convincing them that something evil is happening. Consider this statement:

Deceit is an evil act unfess it is used to expose the deceit of others.

To mmake wise decisions, it is important to look at both sides of an issue. Complete this graphic
organizer by reflecting on your thoughts and feelings about the starement above. -

Keason Feason

Why did Alyee do what she did with the Devil's footprints?

Do you agree or disagree with Alyce’s actions when she revealed the sins of those who ireated her badiy?
Tell why.

91



1. Event 1
Description of Event 1

2. Event2

Description of Event 2,

3. Event 3

Description of Event 3.

4. Event 4

Description of Event 4.

5. Event5

Description of Event 5.

6. Event 6

Description of Event 6.

Copyright 2004, IRAINCTE. Al rights reserved.
Go online to http:Iimvw.ReadWriteThink.org

beginning

7. Event7

Description of Event 7.

8. Event 8

Description of Event 8.

9. Event ¢

Description of Event 9.

re
¥

ad-write-think

P, ROIE  marcopolo



Event 1

1. Event 1

Description of Event 1,

2. Event2

Description of Event 2,

3. Event3

exposition

Description of Event 3.

4. Event 4

Description of Event 4.

5. Event 5

Description of Event 5.

6. Eventg

Description of Event 6.

Copyright 2004, IRA/NCTE. All rights reserved.
Go online to http:f/www.ReadWriteThink.org

7.Event7
Description of Event 7,

8. Event 8
Description of Event 8,

9. Event9
Description of Event 9.

10. Event 10

Description of Event 10.

11. Event 11

Description of Event 11.

read-write-
FEEE i, NCTE

think
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. Analyzing a Theme

Response Essay

Gary Soto’s short story, “The No-Guitar Blues,” tells about a boy trying to
collect enough money {o buy a guitar. The response essay below analyzes the
story’s plot and character development to reveal the main theme.

primeer s or,
f

Beginning
The beginning
riamies the -
sfory and
author and
focuses on
_the theme -

{underlined). '

Middle

Each middle’
paragraph
explains-

a differen;
stage in the
developrmient

of the fheme. 7

Fausto's Guiit

In Gary Seto’s short story, “The No-Guitar Blues,”
the main character, a teenage boy named Fausto, takes
advantage of some rich folks. As a result, he is consumed
by guilt. The story shows that deep down, people want to
do the right thing,

The story begins with Fausto wanting to play guitar
in his own band. He wonders how he can get a guitar, Soto
uses idioms to illustrate that Fausto’s family does not have
a lot of money. For example, Fausto worries that if he asks
for a guitar, his parents will say, “Money doesn’t grow
on trees,” or “What do you think we are, bankers?” (56).
When he does ask for a guitar, his mother replies, “Honey,
a guitar costs a lot of moneay . . . but we'll see” (57).

But Fausto is determined. He hops on a bike and rides
north, away from his home near the vacant lot on Olive
Street. In the nicer section of Fresno, he goes door-to-door
searching for work, hoping to be paid enough to buy a guitar.
The author says that Fausto only earns a “grimy, dirt-caked
gquarter” {68) and one juicy orange, Little does Fausto know
that this orange will lead him straight into a lie.

As Fausto sits eating the orange, a sad-eyed dog
comes along. Fausto begine {eeding it orange slices. Fausto
has an idea: “At thaf moment, a light came on inside
Fausto's head” (59). He notices that the dog locks healthy
and well fed. He spots a collar and tag, and he realizes
that “Roger” probably belongs to rich people. The address
is only six blocks away. This is when Fausto decides to tell
& lie, He will say that he found Roger near the freeway,
and maybe the owners will give him a reward big enough
to buy a guitar.

Fausto feels guilty at the thought of lying, The guilt
steadily builds. It increases as he stands on the porch

knocking on the door. It gets worse as the man and woman

aimessir]



Middle

The last middie
paragraph -
focuses on. -
" decisions that

cause the main™,

character

fo.change. "~

Eniding

The ending- . _

paragraph
analyzes
the theme. -

of the house are nice and offer him turnovers to eat. The
guilt is unbearable when the woman stuffs a $20 bill into
Fausto’s shirt pocket, a reward for rescuing Roger. Because
of his guilt, Fausto tries to give the money back, but the
couple insists that he take it. The man says, “You have to.
You deserve it, believe me” (60). Fausto takes it. e gtarts
vp the street “like a zombie,” saying under his breath, “Oh
max, I shouldn’t have lied” (60).

Now, Fausto has a choice to make; he can uge the
money for a guitar and continue to foel guilty, or he can
find a way to get rid of his guilt. He thinks about going to
confession, but confession hours are over. Instead, he pues
to mass at Saint Theresa’s Church. Fausto kneels, prays,
and says some Hail Marys, but the guilt stays with him,
He cannot stop thinking about lying to the folks who were
80 nice to him, Finally, when the wicker basket comes his
way, Fausto drops the $20 bill inside. Almost immediately,
he feels better, The guilt Jeaves him, and he concentrates
on forgetting about the guitar.

Fausto has changed. He realizes now that it is
wrong to go selfishly after someihing he wants, not caring
about how it might affect others. As he thinks about the
kindness of the man and woman and the guilt he falt,
Fausto understands that it feels good to do the right thing.
In the end, he gets his guitar. His mother gives him an
old bass guitarron (an oversized guitar used in Mexican
bands) that belonged to his grandfather. It is one of the
happiest days of Fausto’s Life,

IL R

1oy
i3

é
|

% Respond to the reading. Answer the following questions about the
4R sample response essay.

&a5 (1) How does the main character change by the end of the

story? (2) Which detall in the analysis Clearly reveals this theme?

Organization (3) How is the middle part of the response essay
organized?

Yilee & Word Choice (4) Does the writer sound knowledgeable
about the story? Explain.
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6th Grade Math Test

Read each question carefully.

1) Which answer is equivalent to the fraction below?

2
5

Ay 0.20 = 20%

B) 0.25 =25%
C) 0.40 = 40%
D) 0.52 = 52%

2)  Which answer is equivalent to the fraction below?

T

10
A 0.70 = 7%
B) 0.70 = 70%
C) 7.0 = 70%
D) 0.07 = 7%

3) Which answer is equivalent to the fraction below?

2
10

A) 0.10= 10% .
B) 0.15 = 15%
C) 0.20 = 20%
D) 0.25 = 25%




6th Grade Math Test

4)  Which answer is equivalent to the fraction below?
1
il

A) 0.14 = 14%
B) 0.35=35%
C) 0.25 = 25%
D) 0.30 = 30%

5)  Which answer is equivalent to the fraction below?

A
10

A 0.10 = 10%
B) 0.15 = 15%
¢ 0.20 = 20%
D) 0.25 = 25%

6) A kicker had a field goal average of 0.460.
What is equal to 0.4607?

A .46%
B) 4.6%
C) 46%
D) 460%




6th Grade Math Test

7)  Debbie was one-quarter through her project. Which is closest in value to
the fraction below?

1
]

A 25%
B) 50%
C) 75%
D) 100%

8) Jose has a total of 8 pieces of fruit in the basket. Exactly 6 pieces of fruit
are bananas. Which is closest in value to the fraction below?

8
5

A 6%

B) 24%
C) 48%
D} 75%




6th Grade Math Test

9) What part of the whole design is made up of gray tiles?

7
7
//% Key
// /// represents 1 gray tile
7
7 represents i white tile
%
A) %-
B) %
c) ,]3—0
T




6th Grade Math Test

10) What part of the whole design is made up of gray tiles?

2%

vk

//%/ﬁ Key

% 7 .
4. % // represents 1 gray tile

. V] |4

% represents 1 white tile
]
%

N\

N

A) 0.12
B) 0.40
¢} 0.60

11) What part of the whole design is made up of gray tiles?
7

7 Z% Key
/{%
.

g////é 7 represents 1 white tile
%
) 14%
) 30%
¢ 70%
D) 100%

S

represents 1 gray tile

N

N\

X

5]




6th Grade Math Test

12) What fraction is the same as decimal number 0.625?

A) %
B s
o $
D) %

13) Which is larger than but closest to the following?

[
11
540
A 7000
B  H500%
<) 5—%—

py 52%




6th Grade Math Test

14) Which is larger than but closest to 51%?

n  0.52%
B) o

o )

oy 0.49

15) Which is equivalent to the following?

31%
N ey
B) %
o 8
oy 98




6th Grade Math Test

16) Which is equivalent to 632.1%?7

A) 6.321
B 63.21
) 632.1
D) 6,321

17} Which is equivalent to 3.4%?

A) 0.00034
B) 0.0034
¢) 0.034

D) 0.34

18) Which equation compares the number of candy bars that Katrina and Bob have
sold, if Katrina sold three-quarters of the amount that Bob sold?
(Let k = number of Katrina 's candy bars and b = number of Bob's candy bars.)
Be certain to convert if necessary.

A) b=0.75k
B) k=0.75b
C) k=0.75+b
D) b=0.75+k




6th Grade Math Test

19) What is the value of 10 x n when n equals the value below?
Be certain to convert when necessary. '
n=1/4
A) 2,75
B) 2.5
C) 2.25

D)y 2

20) What is the value of the expression below, when b = 12.78?
Be certain to convert when necessary.

b-3.6

A) nine and eighteen hundreths

B) twelve and forty-two hundredths
C) fifteen and forty-eighth hundredths
D) sixteen and thirty-eighth hundreds




Recipe 1: Spicy Chicken Wings
Ingredients:

Dip:

14 cup sour cream

2 tablespoons finely chopped red onion
Y2 cup crushed garlic

¥4 cup minced fresh parsley

% cup mayonnaise

1/3 cup crumbled bleu cheese

1/8 tablespoon lemon juice

2/5 teaspoon seasoned salt

4/6 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
4/10 teaspoon cayenne pepper

Chicken Wings: _

1/20 cup melted butter

1/2 teaspoon hot sauce

1/10 teaspoon salt

20 out of a box of 24 chicken wings

Directions: In the table below, convert the follewing measurements from the recipe
into fractions, decimals, and percent values. Remember, 1 cup=100%=1.0, 1

tsp=100%=1.0, and 1 thsp=100%-=1.6.

Ingredient: Fraction: Decimal: Percent:
Sour cream )
Red onion 200%
Garlic (.50
Parsley 25%
Mayonnaise 0.75
Blen Cheese 1/3
Lemon Juice 12.5%
Salt 2/5+1/10
Black Pepper 4/6
Cayenne Pepper 0.40
Butter ' 1/20
Hot Sauce 0.50




Recipe 2: Walnut Fudge Bars
Ingredients:

2 cups chocolate powder

Y2 cup melted butter

Y cup water

2 1/3 cup eggs

4/5 cup rolled oats

4/7 cup chopped walnuts

1/3 cup semisweet chocolate chips
1 can (5/6 cup) condensed milk

Directions: In the table below, convert the following measurements from the recipe
into fractions, decimals, and percent values. Remember, 1 cup=100%=1.0, 1
tsp=100%=1.0, and 1 thsp=1¢0%=1.0.

Ingredient: Fraction: Decimal: Percent:




