  Curriculum Sample – Grade 1 Reading/Writing

	    Grade Level
	Content Area
	Course Title  (9-12 Samples Only)
	Unit Title

	Grade 1
	Reading/Writing
	
	Identify and describe the major characters in a fairy tale

	

	Length of Unit
	Time of Year Taught
	        Expected Prior Knowledge

	9 Lessons in 

9 Days
	1st Semester
	Every student should understand and use all concepts and skills from the previous grade levels with regard to Reading/Writing according to Arizona State Standards.

Reading:  Basic vocabulary building skills; basic read fluency; basic comprehension strategies. 

Writing:  Participates in class writings, basic knowledge of fairy tales.



	   Unit Description

	In this unit students will learn to identify and describe major characters in a fairy tale, practice to sequence a series of events within the fairy tale and compare events, and will compare characters and conflicts within literary selections from a variety of cultures to their own experiences. Students will also write a response to literature that identifies the character, setting, sequence of events, and main idea, and will participate in writing communications, with teacher as scribe, including friendly letters and thank you notes. Students will work individually or with partners. As part of their summative assessment in reading students will complete a graphic organizer in which students are asked to identify the key details and features of a fairy tale.  In writing they will respond to a prompt: Once upon a time, First, Then, Next, After that, and Finally).  
Unit adapted from "Where in the World is My Slipper", unit plan created by Brucille Gann, Martha Hays, and Kathy Smith, from Core Knowledge National Conference 2001

	Essential Questions:

What is a fairy tale?

What are the elements of a fairy tale?

Why were fairy tales written?

Who wrote fairy tales?
	Enduring Understanding:

Fairy tales are evidence of rich cultural heritages and are passed down through the ages.

	Students will know and be able to…   

Identify and describe the major characters in a fairy tale. 

	Strand(s), Concept(s), and PO(s) 

List and define the required Strand(s), Concept(s), and PO(s) for each lesson included in this sample.
	Reading:

1.RL.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. (M)

Writing:
AZ.1.W.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

a. With guidance and support from adults, produce functional writing (e.g., classroom rules, experiments, notes/messages, friendly letters, labels, graphs/tables, directions, posters) in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (M)
I=introduce; R=Review; P=Practice; M=Mastery

	

	Summative Assessment 

Describe a cumulative and comprehensive activity that allows students to demonstrate mastery of stated POs. A copy of the summative assessment must be included in the application package.
	Performance Objective Assessed for Mastery:

Reading:

1.RL.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. (M)

Writing:

AZ.1.W.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

a. With guidance and support from adults, produce functional writing (e.g., classroom rules, experiments, notes/messages, friendly letters, labels, graphs/tables, directions, posters) in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

Description of Assessment:

Reading: Students will respond in writing to a prompt: Once upon a time, First, Then, Next, After that, and Finally.  Students will choose a fairy tale and will complete a prompt sheet.  
Writing:  Students will imagine that they are the protagonist from their fairy tale and write a friendly letter introducing themselves to the class using details from the fairy tale and proper friendly letter format.

	Assessment Scoring 

Explain how each assessment is scored, to include points per question, total points possible, criteria, and grading scale. Describe rubric, if applicable, to include components being evaluated and the scoring criteria for each. A copy of the answer key and/or scoring rubric must be included in the application package.
	Reading: Students will identify the key details of a fairy tale of their choosing by responding to 6 prompts worth 2 points each: Once upon a time, First, Then, Next, After that, and Finally.  At 80% mastery level, students will have to score 10/12 points to be determined to have reached the performance objective assessed.
Writing:  Students will imagine that they are the protagonist from their fairy tale and write a friendly letter to the class using key details from the tale and proper friendly letter format.  A 6 point scale will be used.  At 80% mastery level the students will have all of the elements of a friendly letter and include significant detail about their character.

	Materials/Resources Needed

(Include all items for the entire unit.)


	Day 1-

· copy: The Frog Prince

· chart for each student

Day 2- 

· copy: Jack and the Beanstalk

· mini books of story

· Main Points paper, scissors for each student

· Character map for pairs

Day 3- 

· copy: Tom Thumb

· paper, pencils for each student

Day 4- 

· copy: Little One Inch

· Venn Diagram copies

Day 5- 

· Chart paper

· copy: Cinderella (American version)

· copy: The Egyptian Cinderella


	Day 6-  

· Elements chart

· world map, slipper marker

· copy: Yeh-shen, Egyptian Cinderella

· Sentence strips (story details) and pocket chart

Day 7-

· Copy: Baba Yaga

· Paper for each student

Day 8- 

· Printed copies of fairy tales

Day 9- 

· BME sheet
· Friendly Letter template



This sample is consistent with the methods of instruction and assessment described in the narrative because, taken in context of the entire K-5 Core Knowledge based curriculum, it serves to set the foundation for students to be successful in the Great Hearts honors 6-12 curriculum.
	Lesson Instruction 

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 7
	Lesson  8
	Lesson 9

	Day 1-

Introduce students to the idea of a fairy tale.  Talk to them about ones that may be familiar to them such as those featured in Disney movies.  Make sure that they gain an understanding of the fairy tale genre.  Work together to create a definition of a fairy tale.  It could be similar to: "Fairy tales are very old stories of magical events often passed down by word of mouth."

Talk about the common elements of fairy tales such as:

a.“ Once upon a time…”

b. Magic

c. Royalty

d. Evil/wicked

e. Lesson/message

f. Animals as characters

g. “…and they lived happily ever after.”

Read students the first fairy tale of the unit, The Frog Prince.  Discuss which elements of a fairy tale are in this story.  Have students record this information in a given chart stating all the elements just discussed.


	Day 2- 

Read students the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.  Give students a mini book retelling the story.  Read together with students and have them color the pictures in the book.  Give students a paper that has main points from the story listed.  Have students cut the points apart and put them in the correct order.  Walk amongst the students and visually check for understanding.

Work together to complete a character map about Jack.  Then, allow students to work with partners to complete a character map about the giant.

 
	 Day 3- 

Read students the Story of Tom Thumb.  Talk about the character and go over the story.  Have students trace their hand on a piece of paper.  On the palm of their hand, have them write Tom Thumb.  Have them write one thing about the character on each finger, and write the most important thing on the thumb.  Give students a white piece of paper.  Have them fold it into 3 sections.  Have them write the beginning, middle, and end of the story on the paper.  Collect and check for understanding.


	Day 4- 

Read the Japanese story of Little One Inch.  Have students compare this story to the story of Tom Thumb.  Compare the stories and characters using Venn diagrams.


	Day 5- 

Ask the children to recall what they know about the story of Cinderella.  Make a list of their responses on chart paper and save for later. Read the story of Cinderella that the students are familiar with.  Tell them that while this is the story of Cinderella that we read in America, it is read in other countries too.  Explain that fairy tales are stories that were passed down orally until people wrote them down to share with others. Tell children there are over 500 different versions of this story. These stories are told all over the world.

Read The Egyptian Cinderella. Compare the story they’ve just heard with the list they made. What is the same? What is different? Discuss vocabulary words. Tell them there are many different versions of the story, but they all have common elements. List the elements on chart paper. Hero/heroine, magic, royalty, proof of identity, happily ever after. Review story and identify all the elements.


	Day 6-  

Review stories previously taught. Use elements chart to review and compare. 

Locate Egypt on the world map again. Tell children that today’s story is from China. Locate China on the map and mark it with a slipper. Have children identify the continent of Asia.

Ask children to listen as you read Yeh-shen. Ask them to listen for the “Cinderella” elements and to notice the differences also. Read the story. Discuss the vocabulary words as you are reading.

After reading, discuss story. How was it like the other two? Use the elements chart and fill in the children’s responses. How was it different?

5. Look at China on the map. Notice its geographic features. What kind of climate does it have? Look at the pictures in Egyptian Cinderella and pictures in Yen-Shen. How are they different? Discuss reasons why the characters look so different.

7. Take sentence strips with story details and share them one at a time with children. Discuss whether the event occurred at the beginning, middle or end of the story. Use a pocket chart or lay out strips as you go working to put them in order.


	Day 7-

Read the story Baba Yaga from Russia.  After reading the story, have students create a bubble map about the character of Baba Yaga.  Help students come up with many different traits of her that include her on the inside and outside.  

2. Introduce the components of a friendly letter.  Ask students why one might write a friendly letter to someone.
3.) Have a friendly letter template on the board and, together, compose a friendly letter to the protagonist of Baba Yaga in which the students introduce themselves, some details about where they live, and three things they enjoy doing.  

	Day 8- 

Students choose their fairy tale for their final report – BME sheet and friendly letter.  They will be given a list of choices and take home a printed copy of the tale.  For homework, they must read their fairy tale with a parent.  


	Day 9- 

Assessment (reading):  Students complete Beginning, Middle, End sheet, identifying key details from their chosen fairy tale.

Assessment (writing): 

Students will imagine that they are the protagonist of their fairy tale and introduce themselves to the class via a friendly letter.


	Student Activities

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 8
	Lesson 9

	Students work with the teacher together to create a definition of a fairy tale.
Students listen to the teacher about the common elements of fairy tales
Students record this information in a given chart stating all the discussed elements.


	Students listen to the teacher read the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.  Students receive a mini book retelling the story.  The teacher reads together with students and students color the pictures in the book.  
Students receive a paper that has main points from the story listed.  Students cut the points apart and put them in the correct order.  The teacher walks amongst the students and visually checks for understanding.

The teacher works together with the students to complete a character map about Jack.  
Then, students work with partners to complete a character map about the giant.


	Students listen to the teacher read the Story of Tom Thumb.  They listen to the teacher talk about the character and go over the story.  The students trace their hand on a piece of paper.  On the palm of their hand, have them write Tom Thumb.  Then they write one thing about the character on each finger, and write the most important thing on the thumb.  The students receive a white piece of paper.  They fold it into 3 sections.  Students write the beginning, middle, and end of the story on the paper.  The teacher collects and checks for understanding.


	Students listen to the teacher read the Japanese story of Little One Inch.  Students compare this story to the story of Tom Thumb.  Students compare the stories and characters using Venn diagrams.


	Students recall what they know about the story of Cinderella. The teacher makes a list of their responses on chart paper and saves for later. 
Students listen to the teacher read the story of Cinderella that the students are familiar with.  
Student listen to the teacher explain about fairy tales. 
The students listen to the teacher read The Egyptian Cinderella. Students then compare the story they’ve just heard with the list they made. What is the same? What is different? The teacher discusses vocabulary words and common elements. The teacher lists the elements on chart paper. 
Students review the story with the teacher and identify all the elements.
	Students review with the teacher stories previously taught. They use elements chart to review and compare. They watch the teacher locate Egypt and China on the world map again. Children identify the continent of Asia.

Children to listen to the teacher as she/he reads Yeh-shen. They listen for the “Cinderella” elements and note the differences also. The teacher reads the story and discusses the vocabulary words as he/she is reading.

After reading, the teacher discusses story. Discuss whether the event occurred at the beginning, middle or end of the story. Use a pocket chart or lay out strips as you go working to put them in order.


	Students listen to the teacher read the story Baba Yaga from Russia.  After reading the story, the students create a bubble map about the character of Baba Yaga.  Students come up with many different traits of her that include her on the inside and outside.  
2. Students will collaborate as a class on a friendly letter to a character in Baba Yaga.

	Students choose their fairy tale for their final report—BME sheet and friendly letter.  They will be given a list of choices and take home a printed copy of the tale.  For homework, they must read their fairy tale with a parent.  


	Assessment (reading):  Students complete Beginning, Middle, End sheet identifying key details from their chosen fairy tale.
Assessment (writing): 

Students will imagine that they are the protagonist of their fairy tale and introduce themselves to the class via a friendly letter.


Summative Assessment for Performance Objective Mastery Assessment

Summative Assessments will be administered at the completion of a unit of study in order to assess the academic progress of students.
Grade 1 Reading Assessment and Rubric
Reading: Students will respond in writing to 4 prompts asking them to identify key details from a fairy tale of their choosing —Question 1 is worth six points total (2 pts each for Beginning, Middle and End), and Questions 2,3,4 are each worth two points. At 80% mastery level, students will have to score 10/12 points to be determined to have reached the performance objective assessed.

Rubric: For each prompt listed:

2 points:  response is appropriate and correct according to the story

1 point: response is somewhat appropriate and correct according to the story.

Complete the following questions:

1. Fill in the chart below to describe the sequence of the story.
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BEGINNING MIDDLE ENDING
Once upon a time. First They lived happily ever
after.
Then
Next
Affer that

Finally





2. List all major characters in the story:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the main idea of the story?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the setting of the story?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Writing:  Summative Assessment for Performance Objective Mastery Assessment

Summative Assessments will be administered at the completion of a unit of study in order to assess the academic progress of students.
Grade 1 Writing Assessment and Rubric
Reading: Students will imagine that they are a character from their fairy tale and compose a friendly letter introducing themselves to the class using details from the story.  
Scoring: A scoring rubric with 6 point scale will be used. At 80% mastery level, students will have to score 5/6 points to be determined to have reached the performance objective assessed.
· 6 points: students exceed the standard by appropriately describing the character using descriptors which demonstrate exceptional insight, key details from the text.

· 5 points:  students meet the standard by appropriately describing the character using some descriptors which demonstrate exceptional insight and key details from the text.

· 4 points:  students meet the standard by appropriately describing the character and using key details.

· 3 points:  students approach the standard by describing the character, but leaving out a few critical descriptors and key details.

· 2 points:  students fall below the standard by describing the character, but leaving out many critical descriptors and key details.

· 1 point:  students fail to describe the character appropriately.

Friendly Letter from a Fairy Tale Character
                                                                                                                                                   (date)______________
Dear (Class)___________________,  
My name is (protagonist) __________________________ and I am from (setting) ______________________________.  
There are some very important things you should know about me.  First, you should know that I love 
(character detail)_______________________________________.  I say that because ___________________________.

My favorite things are __________________________, ______________________, and _______________________, 
but I do not like (character detail) _____________________________________________________________.  

Some say that I am ___________________________________________, but I think I am _______________________.
Once, I felt very sad when (main conflict of tale) __________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________.  
But don’t worry, I solved this by (character’s solution) ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________.
I am very interested in hearing about how life is where you are from, and perhaps I may even get to visit you someday in 
your magical and distant land.










(closing)__________________,
                                         



             (signature)_______________________
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