Curriculum Sample – Grade 3 Reading/Writing


	· Grade Level
	Content Area
	Course Title  (9-12 Samples Only)
	Unit Title

	Grade 3
	Reading/Writing
	
	Spelling Patterns, Expressive Writing

	

	Length of Unit
	Time of Year Taught
	        Expected Prior Knowledge

	8 Lessons in 

8 Days
	1st Semester
	Every student should understand and use all concepts and skills from the previous grade levels with regard to Reading/Writing according to Arizona State Standards.

Reading: Vocabulary building skills; Read fluency; Comprehension strategies. 

Writing: The 6 Writing Traits; basic familiarity with a writing rubric; familiarity with the writing process; basic knowledge and practice of expressive writing. 

	   Unit Description

	In reading students will learn to identify rhyme, rhythm, repetition, and sensory images in poetry. Students will be introduced to the concept of using knowledge of suffixes to determine the meaning of words. They will be tested with a summative assessment at the end of the unit to apply knowledge of common spelling patterns to read words. In writing, students will learn to write in a variety of expressive forms and electronically publish and comment on others’ work on the school blog.

	Essential Questions:

What is a suffix?

How does a suffix change a word?

Do suffixes have meanings?
	Enduring Understanding:

Words have rhythm, repetition, and patterns.



	Students will know and be able to…   

Read poetry aloud with fluency and rhythm.

Identify suffixes in a given reading selection.

Read and appropriately form words with spelling patterns including: -tion, -sion, -ing, -ed, and –able.
Type and publish a document on the computer.

Give feedback to others’ creative work using technology.

	Strand(s), Concept(s), and PO(s) 

List and define the required Strand(s), Concept(s), and PO(s) for each lesson included in this sample.
	Reading:

3.RL.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. (P)

3.RL.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently (P)

3.RL.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal language (I)

3.RF.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words (M)

Writing:

3.W.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. (M)
I=introduce; R=Review; P=Practice; M=Mastery

	

	Summative Assessment 

Describe a cumulative and comprehensive activity that allows students to demonstrate mastery of stated POs. A copy of the summative assessment must be included in the application package.
	Performance Objective Assessed for Mastery:

Reading:

3.RF.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words, (M)

Writing:

3.W.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. (M)
Description of Assessment:

Reading: Verbal assessment that tests reading words with spelling patterns of –tion, -sion, -ing, -ed, and –able. (Use copies of the poems, “The Thing Extraordinaire” and “The Big Word Girl” from Please Bury Me in the Library by J. Patrick Lewis.) 

Writing: Students will work in small groups to create and type their own poems on the computer, post them to the school blog, and comment on one another’s work via the school blog. Each student will be given a copy of the rubric for their poem before they begin writing.  Students will be guided by the teacher to make sure they follow the appropriate format and expectations.  Students must use at least 10 words with suffixes in their creation.



	Assessment Scoring 

Explain how each assessment is scored, to include points per question, total points possible, criteria, and grading scale. Describe rubric, if applicable, to include components being evaluated and the scoring criteria for each. A copy of the answer key and/or scoring rubric must be included in the application package.
	Reading: Students will complete a brief oral assessment reading words with suffixes. At mastery level set at 80% students will have to read 12/15 words to be considered to have mastered the performance objective. 

Writing: At mastery level set at 80% students will have to score 5/6 points. 

	Materials/Resources Needed

(Include all items for the entire unit.)


	Day 1

· Shel Silverstein poetry

· Copies of poem for students (rhyming couplets), crayons/markers

Day 2

· Bruce Lansky and Jack Prelutsky poetry

· Copies of selected poems

Day 3

· Adventures of Isabel poem

· Chart paper, markers

· Writing paper for students

Day 4

· Shel Silverstein poetry

· Chart paper/writing paper

· Root words/suffix cards


	Day 5

· Pendemonium: The Italian Job video

· Monitor

Day 6 

· Poems: Toasting Marshmallows or The Dalliance of Eagles

Day 7

· Poems: The Thing Extraordinaire and The Big Word Girl (copies for students)

Day 8

· Student copies of rubric

· Writing implements




This sample is consistent with the methods of instruction and assessment described in the narrative because, taken in context of the entire K-5 Core Knowledge based curriculum, it serves to set the foundation for students to be successful in the Great Hearts honors 6-12 curriculum.
	Lesson Instruction

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 7
	Lesson  8

	Day 1
Introduce the concept of a poem.  Read selections from Shel Silverstein.  Point out that some poets use poetry to make people laugh.  Specifically choose poems that rhyme.  Present students with a Shel Silverstein poem that uses rhyming couplets.  Read the poem aloud with students.  Hand out individual copies, and have them color code rhyming words.

Get some responses from students about what they enjoyed about the poem, and its language.
	Day 2
Use more humorous poetry to show students about poems that rhyme.  Use selections from poets such as Bruce Lansky and Jack Prelutsky.  Give good examples of how poems should be read with fluency and rhythm.  Have students read poems aloud with a partner.  Give them time to practice their poems and then present them to the class.

Get some responses from students about what they enjoyed about the poems, and their language.
	Day 3
Introduce the poem “Adventures of Isabel” by Ogden Nash.  Show students that this poem is also written in rhyming couplets.  However, this poem also includes a lot of suffixes.  Show the poem on a large piece of chart paper.  Introduce the concept of a suffix.  Make sure students understand that a suffix goes at the end of a word.  Reread “The Adventures of Isabel.”  Have students come to the front to highlight words in the poem that have suffixes.  Have students write down the words on a piece of paper.  Have them separate the base word and suffix.


	Day 4
Continue to read poems that use suffixes heavily.  (For example: “Twistable, Turnable Man” or “Bear in There” by Shel Silverstein). Have students identify suffixes in the poems either on chart paper or individually at their desks.  Pass out cards to students that have root words and suffixes.  Shout out words and have groups use their cards to create those words.  Explain to students that each suffix has its own meaning.  Show how that meaning changes the root words.  Using this information, shout out words and then have students create the word and explain what it means
	Day 5
Students will watch a United Streaming video about prefixes and suffixes.  The video is titled: Pendemonium: The Italian Job.  Teacher models the creation of a poem that uses suffixes heavily.  The poem uses figurative language and has a precise rhythm.

	Day 6
Read students another poem that uses suffixes such as “Toasting Marshmallows” by Kristine O’Connell George or “The Dalliance of Eagles” by Walt Whitman.  Work with students to identify suffixes in these poems.  Identify how the suffixes change the words.  

Introduce the word processor on the computer.  Say aloud several sentences for students to write, have them copy sentences written on the board. Check for errors.
	Day 7
(M) Assessment: Pass out the poems “The Thing Extraordinaire” and “The Big Word Girl” from Bury Me in the Library by J. Patrick Lewis.  Students will complete a brief oral assessment reading words with suffixes.

Have students copy a poem from the board on the computer, entering returns and keeping line meter.
	Day 8
(M) Assessment:  Tell students that they will be working in groups of two or three to create their own poems using the computer and posting the finished draft to the school blog.  Each student will then be required to comment individually on at least two other poems on the blog. Give each student a copy of the rubric for their poem and have them begin writing.  Guide them to make sure they follow the appropriate format and expectations.  Students must use at least 10 words with suffixes in their creation.




	Student Activity

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 8

	Day 1
Students will listen to the teacher introduce the concept of a poem and read selections from Shel Silverstein.  
Students will listen to a Shel Silverstein poem that uses rhyming couplets.  Students will read the poem aloud with the teacher.  The teacher will hand out individual copies, and students will color code rhyming words.
Brief discussion of what they liked about the poem.

	Day 2 

Students will listen to the teacher use more humorous poetry to show students about poems that rhyme - 

e.g. selections from poets such as Bruce Lansky and Jack Prelutsky.  Students will listen to the teacher give examples of how poems should be read with fluency and rhythm.  Students will read poems aloud with a partner.  Students will be given time to practice their poems and then students will present them to the class.
Brief discussion of what they liked about the poems.

	Day 3
Students will listen to the teacher introduce the poem “Adventures of Isabel” by Ogden Nash.  The teacher will show the poem on a large piece of chart paper and will introduce the concept of a suffix.  Students will listen to the teacher reread “The Adventures of Isabel.”  Students then come to the front to highlight words in the poem that have suffixes.  Students will write down the words on a piece of paper.  Students will separate the base word and suffix.


	Day 4
Students will listen to the teacher continue to read poems that use suffixes heavily.  (For example: “Twistable, Turnable Man” or “Bear in There” by Shel Silverstein). Students will identify suffixes in the poems either on chart paper or individually at their desks.  The teacher will pass out cards to students that have root words and suffixes.  The teacher will shout out words and have groups of students use their cards to create those words.  The teacher will explain that each suffix has its own meaning and will show how that meaning changes the root words.  Using this information, the teacher will shout out words and then students create the word and explain what it means
	Day 5
Students will watch a United Streaming video about prefixes and suffixes.  The video is titled: Pendemonium: The Italian Job.  After listening to the teacher model a poem using figurative language and rhythm, the students create their own poem that is heavy on suffixes.

	Day 6
Students will listen to the teacher read students another poem that uses suffixes such as “Toasting Marshmallows” by Kristine O’Connell George or “The Dalliance of Eagles” by Walt Whitman.  The teacher will work with the students to identify suffixes in these poems and to identify how the suffixes change the words.  

Students will accurately copy sentences dictated by the teacher and written on the board  to gain facility on the computer keyboard.
	Day 7
(M) Assessment: Students will receive the poems “The Thing Extraordinaire” and “The Big Word Girl” from Bury Me in the Library by J. Patrick Lewis.  Students will complete a brief oral assessment reading words with suffixes.

Students will copy a poem from the board on the computer, making sure to maintain correct spelling and line meter.
	Day 8
(M) Assessment:  Students will work in groups of two or three to create and publish their own poems on the school blog. Each student will then comment individually on two other poems posted to the blog. Give students a copy of the rubric for their poem and have them begin writing.  When they are ready to be published have them raise their hand for your assistance.  The teacher will guide them to make sure they follow the appropriate format and expectations.  Students must use at least 10 words with suffixes in their creation.




Summative Assessment for Performance Objective Mastery Assessment

Summative Assessments will be administered at the completion of a unit of study in order to assess the academic progress of students.
Grade 3 Reading Assessment and Rubric
Students will receive the poems “The Thing Extraordinaire” and “The Big Word Girl” from Bury Me in the Library by J. Patrick Lewis.  
Students will complete a brief oral assessment reading words with suffixes.

1 point will be assigned for every correct word. At mastery level set at 80% students will have to read 12/15 words to be considered to have mastered the performance objective. 
Grade 3 Writing Assessment and Rubric
Students will be creating their own poems that use words with suffixes, post poems to the school blog and then comment via the blog on others’ work.
Each student will be given a copy of the rubric for their poem before writing.  
The teacher will guide the student to make sure they follow the appropriate format and expectations.  
Students must use at least 10 words with suffixes in their creation.

80% mastery (5/6 points)

6 pts: Student works with group to compose and publish a poem with 15 words with suffixes and offers exceptional typed commentary with no typographical errors to two or more postings.

5 pts: Student works with group to compose and publish a poem with 10 words with suffixes and offers exceptional typed commentary with no typographical errors to two postings.
4 pts: Student works with group to compose and publish a poem with some suffixes and offers typed commentary with 1 or 2 typographical errors to two postings.
3 pts: Student works with group to compose and publish a poem and offers typed commentary with more than 2 typographical errors to two other postings.
2 pts: Student works with group to compose and publish a poem and typed comments to one other posting.
1 pt:  Student works with group to compose and publish a poem.[image: image1.png]
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