 Curriculum Sample – Grade 5 Reading/Writing


	    Grade Level
	Content Area
	Course Title  (9-12 Samples Only)
	Unit Title

	Grade 5
	Reading/Writing
	
	Historical and cultural aspects of literature 

	

	Length of Unit
	Time of Year Taught
	        Expected Prior Knowledge

	7 Lessons in 

7 Days
	1st Semester
	Every student should understand and use all concepts and skills from the previous grade levels with regard to Reading/Writing according to Arizona State Standards.

Reading: Knowledge of root words and affixes; figurative language; historical and cultural aspects of literature.
Writing:  Writing a narrative; logical sequence of events.

	   Unit Description

	In this unit, the 5th graders will learn and will be able to describe historical and cultural aspects of literature, use knowledge of root words and affixes to determine the meaning of words in or out of context and write a narrative that addresses historical details and contains elements of good writing. 
Unit Adapted from "Amazing Speeches", unit plan created by Marva Lewis, from 2003 Southwest Writing Institute as listed on the Core Knowledge Institute Website.

	Essential Questions:

How does time period affect writing?

How does culture affect writing and speeches?
	Enduring Understanding:

Literature is enduring and reflects time and cultural periods.



	Students will know and be able to…   

Describe historical and cultural aspects of literature.

Write a narrative that addresses historical details and contains elements of good writing.

	Strand(s), Concept(s), and PO(s) 

List and define the required Strand(s), Concept(s), and PO(s) for each lesson included in this sample.
	Reading:

AZ.5.RI.10 a. By the end of the year, read and comprehend functional texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Writing:

5.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. (M)
I=introduce; R=Review; P=Practice; M=Mastery

	

	Summative Assessment 

Describe a cumulative and comprehensive activity that allows students to demonstrate mastery of stated POs. A copy of the summative assessment must be included in the application package.
	Performance Objective Assessed for Mastery:

Reading:

AZ.5.RI.10 a. By the end of the year, read and comprehend functional texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. (M)

Writing:

5.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. (M)

Description of Assessment:

Reading: Students take a test for reading comprehension.
Writing:  Students write a journal entry imagining they are an escaped slave or anti-slavery sympathizer in the 19th century.

	Assessment Scoring 

Explain how each assessment is scored, to include points per question, total points possible, criteria, and grading scale. Describe rubric, if applicable, to include components being evaluated and the scoring criteria for each. A copy of the answer key and/or scoring rubric must be included in the application package.
	Reading: Each word in the vocabulary test is assigned 1 point. There are 10 words in the test and 2 short answer questions worth 5 points each. At mastery level of 80% a student needs to have 16/20 points to be considered to have mastered the performance objective.

Writing:  The journal entry is scored with a 6-point rubric.


	Materials/Resources Needed

(Include all items for the entire unit.)


	Day 1 

· whiteboard, markers; student writing implements; notebooks; copy, “Narrative in the Life of an American Slave”; Little Women book; Copy, Battle Hymn of the Republic; Map: Civil War states – student copies
Day 2
· Whiteboard, markers; Student notebooks; Student copies: Frederick Douglass Timeline; Book: Picture Book of Frederick Douglass; Video: Frederick Douglass; student copy of Student Paragraph Map

Day 3
· Whiteboard; markers; Student notebooks; Narrative in the Life of a Slave, Escape from Slavery; Student Dictionaries

	Day 4
· Whiteboard, markers; Student notebooks; Copies: Confederacy map

Day 5
· Whiteboard, markers; Student notebooks; Copy: Gettysburg Address, student copies

Day 6
· Whiteboard, markers; Student notebooks; Chief Joseph [Nez Perce] The Fate of the Nez Perce Tribe (Realms of Gold volume 1 pages 213-214).

Day 7
· student copies: student paper, writing implements; reading comprehension test




This sample is consistent with the methods of instruction and assessment described in the narrative because, taken in context of the entire K-5 Core Knowledge based curriculum, it serves to set the foundation for students to be successful in the Great Hearts honors 6-12 curriculum.
	Lesson Instruction

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 7

	Day 1
1. Write key vocabulary words from the lesson on the board without definitions.

2. Have students copy these and, using knowledge of root words, write what they think each term means. Collect papers.

3. Write the correct definitions next to each vocabulary word. Leave on the board for students to copy in their notebooks and as an aid in the discussion of Frederick Douglass and the Civil War.

4. Have students copy each vocabulary word and definition in their notebooks to use and study for unit test.

5. Introduce the “Narrative in the Life of an American Slave”.

6. Discuss Frederick Douglass’ background briefly.

7. Invite discussion on what students know about the Civil War.

8. Read Little Women and show students the photographs.

9. Read the Battle Hymn of the Republic by Julia Ward Howe (Union Soldiers’ marching song).

10. Hand out a map of the Civil War States to each student to aid in the discussion.


	Day 2
1. Write key vocabulary words and , using roots to explain them, the definitions on the board.

2. Have each student copy the vocabulary in his or her notebooks to use and study for unit vocabulary test.

3. Give each student a copy of Frederick Douglass Timeline.

4. Read the Picture Book of Frederick Douglass to the students (David Adler) and show the video of Frederick Douglass (PBS.org).

5. Assign students to groups of four or five where they can work on the research writing project as a group.

6. Have students decide who will work on what. For instance, who will type? Who will research his earlier life, and who will research his later years (with teacher approval).

7. Give each student a copy of Student Paragraph Map for writing his or her essay.

8. Field trip to the library to do research.


	Day 3
1. Write vocabulary words and, using roots to explain them, the definitions on the board.

2. Have students copy the vocabulary and definitions in their notebooks to use and study for unit vocabulary test.

3. Read (together with the class), Narrative in the Life of a Slave.

4. Call on students at random to read aloud to the class.

5. Have students read Escape from Slavery silently without taking notes.

6. Give each student a dictionary.

7. Have students read again and take notes from the story and check for comprehension (notes should include who, what, when, where, why, and how).

8. Read the story to class.

9. Have students journal their feelings and thoughts about the story.

10. M) ASSESSMENT: Have students imagine they lived during that time. Ask students to imagine they are runaway slaves or anti slave sympathizers in the 1830’s. Then have them make themselves a character from that time period.  Have them write a journal entry as if they are that character. Evaluate the journal writing based on a rubric and evaluate for 6 traits.  


	Day 4
1. Write key vocabulary words and, using roots to explain them, the definitions on the board.

2. Have students copy these in their notebooks to use and study for unit vocabulary test.

3. Have students study definitions for test.

4. Have students get into pre-assigned groups of four or five to discuss the confederacy and Abraham Lincoln.

5. Have students (as a group) fill out the Confederacy map.

6. Have each student write a summary, using the vocabulary words, of the lesson on Abraham Lincoln.

7. Collect the papers.


	Day 5
1. Write key vocabulary on the board.

2. Have students copy the vocabulary in their notebooks to use and study for unit test.

3. Invite student discussion about Gettysburg and what led to the Gettysburg Address.

4. Read the Gettysburg Address to students.

5. Give each student a copy of the Gettysburg Address.

6. Tell students they will be responsible for memorizing and reciting the Address.


	Day 6
1. Write key vocabulary on the board.

2. Have students copy the vocabulary in their notebooks to use and study for unit vocabulary test.

3. Tell students to start reviewing and studying all the vocabulary and readings on Frederick Douglass for their test tomorrow. 

4. Introduce the lesson by relating the background knowledge on Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce Tribe.

5. Read with students Chief Joseph [Nez Perce] The Fate of the Nez Perce Tribe (Realms of Gold volume 1 pages 213-214).

6. Call on individual students to read portions of the story.

7. Invite class discussion on the events that led to the Bear Paw surrender speech.


	Day 7
1. Give each student a copy of the unit vocabulary and tell him or her to study for the unit vocabulary final test.

2. Review the unit vocabulary and definitions.

3. On the vocabulary test day, give each student a copy of the vocabulary and comprehension test.

4. Collect the test.

5. Culminating activity will give students the opportunity to orally communicate in a formal setting (this should be a fun activity).

Have students write their own stories describing their life during the 19th century era.

A. They must include: who they are, where they live, what type of work they do, what problems they face, and how they overcome them.

B. Have students present their stories to the class.

C. Evaluation is by observation.




	Student Activities

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 7

	Day 1

1. Students copy key vocabulary words from the lesson and, using knowledge of root words,  write what they think each term means. 
2. The teacher writes the correct definitions next to each vocabulary word. 

3. Students copy each vocabulary word and definition in their notebooks to use and study for unit test.

4. Students listen to the teacher introduce the “Narrative in the Life of an American Slave” and discuss Frederick Douglass’ background briefly.

5. Students discuss what they know about the Civil War.

6. Students listen to the teacher read Little Women and show students the photographs.

7. Students listen to the teacher read the Battle Hymn of the Republic by Julia Ward Howe (Union Soldiers’ marching song).

8. Each student is given a map of the Civil War States to aid in the discussion.
	Day 2

1. Students copy key vocabulary words and definitions in their notebooks to use and study for vocabulary test.

2. Each student is given a copy of Frederick Douglass Timeline.

3. Students listen to the teacher read the Picture Book of Frederick Douglass to the students (David Adler) and watch the video of Frederick Douglass (PBS.org).

4. Students are assigned into groups of four or five where they work on the research writing project as a group.

5. Students decide who will work on what (with teacher approval).

6. Each student is given a copy of Student Paragraph Map for writing his or her essay.

7. Students go on field trip to the library to do research.


	Day 3

1. Students copy key vocabulary words and definitions in their notebooks to use and study for vocabulary test.

2. Teacher reads (together with the class), Narrative in the Life of a Slave.

3. Students, when called at random read aloud to the class.

4. Students read Escape from Slavery silently without taking notes.

5. Students, with the help of a dictionary, read again and take notes from the story and check for comprehension 
6. Students listen to the teacher read the story.

7. Students journal their feelings and thoughts about the story.

8. M) ASSESSMENT: Students imagine they lived during that time. Students imagine they are runaway slaves or anti slave sympathizers in the 1830’s. Then they make themselves a character from that time period.  Students write a journal entry as if they are that character. The journal writing is assessed based on a rubric for 6 traits.  


	Day 4

1. Students copy key vocabulary words and definitions in their notebooks to use and study for vocabulary test 

2. Students study definitions for test.

3. Students get into pre-assigned groups of four or five to discuss the confederacy and Abraham Lincoln.

4. Students (as a group) fill out the Confederacy map.

5. Each student writes a summary, using the vocabulary words, of the lesson on Abraham Lincoln.

6. The teacher collects the papers.


	Day 5

1. Students copy key vocabulary words and definitions in their notebooks to use and study for vocabulary test 

2. The teacher invites student discussion about Gettysburg and what led to the Gettysburg Address.

3. Students listen to the teacher read the Gettysburg Address to students.

4. Each student receives a copy of the Gettysburg Address.

5. Students will be responsible for memorizing and reciting the Address.


	Day 6

1. Students copy key vocabulary words and definitions in their notebooks to use and study for vocabulary test 

2. Students listen to the teacher introduce the lesson by relating the background knowledge on Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce Tribe.

3. The teacher reads with students Chief Joseph [Nez Perce] The Fate of the Nez Perce Tribe (Realms of Gold volume 1 pages 213-214).

4. Individual students are called on to read portions of the story.

5. The teacher invites class discussion on the events that led to the Bear Paw surrender speech.


	Day 7

1. Each student receives a copy of the unit vocabulary final test.

2. Students listen to the teacher review the unit vocabulary and definitions.

3. On the test day, each student receives a copy of the vocabulary and comprehension test, which the students do.
6. Culminating activity will give students the opportunity to orally communicate in a formal setting. 

Students write their own stories describing their life during the 19th century era.

Students present their stories to the class.




Summative Assessment for Performance Objective Mastery Assessment

Summative Assessments will be administered at the completion of a unit of study in order to assess the academic progress of students.
Grade 5 Reading Assessment and Rubric
Student Vocabulary and Comprehension Test

Name: _________________________________ Date: ________________

Please match the following terms with the letter that corresponds to the definition.

1. _____ Score 


a. opposed to slavery

2. _____ Prohibit 

b. having to do with cities or towns

3. _____ Riddled


c. having no charm; not pretty

4. _____ Charmless 

d. to pierce with numerous holes

5. _____ Urban                                 e. to withdraw from an organization or nation

6. _____ Abolitionist                        f. to be declared sacred

7. _____ Dismount                           g. twenty years

8. _____ Secede                                h. forbidding or preventing a particular action

9. _____ Consecrated                        i. to get off or down from a horse
10. _____ Barely
                              j. hardly; by very little
Comprehension and Discussion: Answer Each Question in Complete Sentences 
1. When was Frederick Douglass separated from his mother? According to Douglass, why were children separated from their mothers at an early age? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do you think that Douglass feels about not knowing his exact age? What evidence can you offer? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





· In vocab section, each word is assigned 1 point, short answers are graded for answering the questions in complete sentences, factual accuracy, evidence from the text, and use of unit vocabulary, 5 points each. At mastery level of 80% a student needs to have 16/20 points to be considered to have mastered the performance objective. Unit Vocabulary Answer Key: 1. G; 2. H; 3. D; 4. C; 5. B; 6. A; 7. I; 8. E; 9. F; 10. J 

Grade 5 Writing Assessment and Rubric

Students write a journal entry imagining they are either escaped slaves or abolitionists, which are scored with a 6-point rubric:
6 pts: Entries includes exceptional knowledge of characters, setting, plot, sensory details, clear language, and a logical sequence of events.

5 pts: Entries includes good knowledge of characters, setting, plot, sensory details, clear language, and a logical sequence of events.

4 pts: Entries includes knowledge of characters, setting, plot, sensory details, clear language, and a logical sequence of events.

3 pts: Entries somewhat lacks in knowledge of characters, setting, plot, sensory details, clear language, and a logical sequence of events.

2 pts: Entries extensively lacks knowledge of characters, setting, plot, sensory details, clear language, and a logical sequence of events 

1 pts: Narrative demonstrates insufficient understanding of characters, setting, plot, sensory details, clear language, and a logical sequence of events 
· At a mastery level at 80% a student needs to have 5/6 points to be considered to have mastered the performance objective. [image: image1.png]
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