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Students will use all documents, including the novel to answer the following questions.  


1. Based on the current Articles of War what crime did Billy Budd commit and what would be the appropriate punishment that a Courts Martial would impose? (RL-1, RI-8, W-1, 9)
2. What evidence could Billy Budd’s attorney present to mount a defense or mitigate punishment? (RL-1, W1, -9)
3. What crime(s) might Claggert have committed, based on current military law and what evidence could be presented at his courts martial? (RL-1, RI-8, W-1, 9)
4. Please review the information you have on the Somers affair.  Based on current military law what crimes were committed?  Cite both statute and evidence to support your answer.  (RI-1, 8, W-1, 9)
5. Based on the log entries and the summary, the Supreme Court decision and any other documentation we have used for this novel, determine whether Captain Mackenzie acted correctly according to current naval law.  Cite statute and evidence to support your answer. (RI-1, 8, W-1, 9)
6. WRITING ASSESSMENT:  Using all the documents available to you from this unit, analyze the actions of both Captain Vere and Captain McKenzie and then present an argument either supporting or defending their actions.  You should treat both men and events as factual (even thought Captain Vere and his actions are fictional) and use the current “Articles of War” as if they were in place at the time of the events.  Cite evidence from documents to support your answer.  Please refer to the Writing Rubric when constructing your argument.  (W-1, 9)


