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March 14, 2014
Arizona State Board for Charter Schools
1616 West Adams Street, Suite 170

 Phoenix, AZ  85007   
Liberty High School is requesting a permanent adjustment in instructional days for the 2015 school year and beyond for both our high school and junior high.    The four day calendar represents our best option for the following reasons:

· District and charter schools in our area have opted for a four day week and it best meshes with their services for various community activities.
· Having moved to a larger facility, it allows for more efficient use of utilities and transportation services, including twice daily 50 mile round trip bus route and two 15 mile van trip routes.
· We are able to offer above the required number of instructional hours required by ADE with additional hours daily for tutoring and afternoon school hours.

· As an alternative school, the four day schedule allows high school students more potential employment hours.  An afternoon schedule is also offered for those with work schedules and allows for the minimum instructional hours to be met and additional work credit to be awarded as elective credit upon verification.
· A four day schedule reduces the problem of absenteeism and tardiness by one fifth and gives incentive to students to attend.
· High school schedule (8:30 am to 2:30 pm) and junior high schedule (8:00 am to 3:30 pm) allow for required instructional hours to be met in the four day calendar as per state statute.  See daily instructional hours for detail.

Sincerely, 
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Colleen DeRose, Director
Our Mission: Liberty High School is an educational community committed to academic rigor in the core secondary subjects which provides students with small class sizes, individualized attention, credit recovery options and decision making skills needed to freely participate and succeed in a rapidly changing world.
Our Vision:  To meet the educational needs of an ever changing and complex student body; to develop, to the greatest extent possible, the innate human potential of all students; to meet the unique needs of a select student body; to act as a liaison between the student and community at large; and to function as a positive change agent in the lives of the children we serve.”

Arizona State Board for Charter Schools

Eligibility/Exclusions Form 
Review the Academic Performance Eligibility instructions for the amendment or notification request being submitted; fill out the following information on both pages, sign at bottom, scan, and upload as described in the appropriate amendment or notification instructions.

	Charter Holder Information

	Name of Charter Holder 
	Liberty High School

	Schools operated under charter requesting amendment/notification
	Liberty High School

	Associated Schools (list all)
	Liberty Junior High (part of high school)

	Charter Representative name
	Colleen DeRose

	Target date of implementation
	July 28 2014 for 2014-15 academic year

	Amendment/Notification Request type(s)
	Instructional days amendment


	Check box below to indicate completion of eligibility review by charter holder

	x☐
	I understand that to be eligible to apply for reduced submission requirements for the purposes of an amendment or notification request, the following criteria must be met by each school operated by the Charter Holder, and all Associated Schools as specified in the Academic Performance Eligibility and Consideration of Operational Compliance instructions. I have reviewed all relevant Academic Dashboards, State letter grades, and operational compliance, and found that these criteria have been met.

· Each school operated by the Charter Holder that is eligible to receive an Overall Rating has an Overall Rating of Meets or Exceeds on the most recent and prior Academic Dashboard (or, if State letter grades have been released but Academic Dashboards are not yet available, then an Overall Rating of Meets or Exceeds on the most recent Academic Dashboard, and an A, B, A-Alt, or B-Alt on the current letter grade), and

· Either 75 % or more of all Associated Schools* eligible to receive an Overall Rating must have an Overall Rating of Meets or Exceeds on the most recent Academic Dashboard, or if one or more Associated Schools are excluded** for academic performance purposes, then 100% of the remaining Associated Schools* eligible to receive an Overall Rating must have an Overall Rating of Meets or Exceeds on the most recent Academic Dashboard, and 

· The charter holder requesting expansion is currently in compliance with all areas listed in the Consideration of Operational Compliance instructions.


* For the Adding Grade Levels to Charter Amendment Request or Site Specific Change (Increase) in Grades Served Notification Request, this criterion refers only to Associated Schools that serve the grades being requested. For the Alternative Calendar Notification Request, this criterion refers only to Associated Schools that have an approved alternative calendar.
**If an Associated School is being excluded from the academic eligibility criteria review, complete and attach Page 2.

	Signature (Replace the [brackets] with the requested information before printing.)

	I, Colleen DeRose, acting on behalf of Liberty High School, believes Liberty Charter High School meets the eligibility requirements for reduced submission requirements outlined above, and understand that Board staff will review the academic performance and operational compliance of the charter holder to confirm eligibility.

Signed:_________Colleen DeRose_______________ Date:5/27/14______________





Liberty High School


“Where every student counts!”


       1300 E. Cedar Street


 Globe, AZ 85501


Phone:  (928) 402-8024                  Fax:  (928) 402-8358


Website: www.liberty-high.net























