
Narrative for Seneca Preparatory Academy Instructional Day Amendment Request 

Seneca Preparatory Academy was set to start school operations on August 6, 2015 at 601 E. E. 

Fort Lowell Rd. However, on July 31, 2015 Sacred Heart Catholic Church (the facility owner), 

informed us that the school facility had failed the Fire Marshall inspection.  

We were very surprised by this news because the Church had assured us that the Fire Marshall 

Inspection would be a mere formality. The reason being that the church property as a whole 

had passed this type of inspection three to four years earlier when a new fire alarm system was 

installed on the property. 

Given this setback, we could not open the school on August 6, 2015 and there was no 

guarantee that the Church will have the facility ready for school by the new opening date of 

August 13, 2015. Consequently, we decided to open the school at 40 W. Fort Lowell Rd; a 

facility occupied by Tucson Collegiate Prep. Meanwhile, with this second postponing of the 

school opening, we lost two excellent teachers and started school operations with only 16 of 

the 42 students that had originally enrolled at Seneca Preparatory Academy (SPA). 

We are seeking an Instructional Day Amendment because with the new school calendar, SPA 

will provide only 178 days of instruction this year, versus 182 days as stated in the original 

application, and less than the 180 days required by state law. However, as shown in the table 

underneath, all students at Seneca Preparatory Academy will receive 1,192 hours of instruction 

in 2015-16.   

Consequently, even with 178 days of instruction, Seneca Prep will still comply with state status 

because ARS 15-901(A) (2) (a) (i) and ARS 15-901(A) (2) (a) (b) (i) provide the following guidance 

for the minimum hours of instruction per year required for full-time students: a) Kindergarten: 

356 hrs. b) Grades 1, 2 & 3: 712 hrs. c) Grades 4, 5 & 6: 890 hrs.  



 SENECA PREPARATORY ACADEMY TOTAL INSTRUCTIONAL TIME IN 2015-2016 

 SPA 2015-16 instructional days: 178 days/yr 

 SPA 2015-16 instructional weeks: 35.6 wk/yr. Computation: 35.6 wk/yr = (178 days/yr) / (5 days/wk) 

 SPA 2015-16 total instructional time per week (from Table 1 or 2) 

o English Language Arts:                                                   525 min/wk 

o Math:                                                                                525 min/wk 

o Science & Health:                                                            180 min/wk 

o Social Studies:                                                                 180 min/wk 

o Physical Education:                                                         150 min/wk 

o Art & Music:                                                                    225 min/wk 

o Reteach/Homework/Enrichment:                                    225 min/wk 

 Total Instructional Time Per Week:                                            2,010 min/wk = 33.5 hr/wk 

 Total Instructional Time in 2015-16                                           1,192 hr/yr, Computation: (33.5 hr/wk) x (35.6 wk/yr) 

 

SPA TOTAL INSTRUCTIONAL TIME IN 2015-2016:           1,192 hr/yr 

 

Note:  

ARS 15-901(A) (2) (a) (i) and ARS 15-901(A) (2) (a) (b) (i) provide the following guidance for the minimum hours of instruction 

per year required for full-time students: a) Kindergarten: 356 hrs. b) Grades 1, 2 & 3: 712 hrs. c) Grades 4, 5 & 6: 890 hrs. 

 

 

Seneca Preparatory Academy (SPA) Total Instructional Time in 2015-16. 

 

 

 



 

 

 


