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Supplemental Reason for 180 Day Calendar:	

STEP UP is a very small charter school (currently 82 students) located near downtown Mesa, in the Washington Park/Escobedo subdivision. It is housed in the former Washington Park Activity Center, a focal point of the community. 

In keeping with Mesa’s vision of an academic center for the community, Step Up provides a free, three week summer enrichment program. This program is open to students, the neighborhood, and pre-enrolled students on a first come first served basis. The summer program is an academically intentioned program that is designed to offer students an opportunity to continue to hone skills, and to encourage reading and continued learning. The summer program consists of reading, math, and science, as well as dance, art, and other fun activities.  This past summer we served over 50 children.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The 180 day calendar will not only allow teachers and staff much needed time to plan and prepare for the coming school year, take professional development or other courses, while in pursuit of increasing their professional skills, but will also allow for additional time to plan and prepare for this wonderful summer program. 
“Changing History”       Teaching the whole child
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