Narrative: Request for a change in Calendar for StrengthBuilding Partners/Las Puertas Community School from 204 days to 200 days.
1. Reason for change:  Las Puertas Community School is situated adjacent to both the Sunnyside Unified School District and Tucson Unified School District. Since its inception in FY15, the administration of Las Puertas has worked to align our calendars of instructional days, holidays and vacation days with that of each district as closely as is possible. In doing so, we hope to accommodate our families who have children in neighboring districts in grades we do not serve. We believe that a revision in our calendar by a reduction to 200 days will keep our mission as a year round school alive while aligning our calendar more closely with the neighboring districts. This will help to reduce absences that occur due to family calendar conflicts.  
2. With the attached 200 day calendar which includes: a 9 – 4 instructional day (with a ½ hour lunch), early release Wednesdays for Professional Development and nine early release days to allow faculty time to review assessments and revise student placements based upon these assessments, there is a total of 1,192.5 instructional hours. This number of hours is well over the 1,000 plus 10% (100) hours required for schools with a 200 day calendar for seventh and eighth graders, who require the highest number of instructional hours of the grades 6 – 10 which Las Puertas will serve in the FY17 academic year. Thus, all the remaining grade levels also will receive more than the required number of hours for their grade.
3. StrengthBuilding Partners operates Las Puertas only.  
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Las Puertas would like to implement this change at the start of the 2016-2017 academic school year. Currently, the Arizona State Board of Charter Schools is reviewing our letter regarding the addition of the 10th grade for the FY17 school year as per our charter contract which increases our enrollment cap to a total of 250 students.
